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Africa General Conference 1964

to come into perspective at this point. The genius of any
group is a relevant factor.
Any ethnic group, interested in the continuance and
perpetuating of ethnic concepts should ask certain questions rather persistently.

EDITORIAL

Set The Sail
The Winds of Fate
One ship drives east and another drives west
With the selfsame winds that blow.
'Tis the set of the sails and not the gales
Which tells us the way to go.
Like the winds of the sea are the ways of fate,
As we voyage along through life:
'Tis the set of the soul, that decides its goal
And not the calm or the strife.
Wilcox

Breezy and swingy—today's descriptive words.
To be good, things must be moving. That which affects
the senses holds priority against thought and reason. We
are much more interested in today than the follow-up
of tomorrow.
Rugged, analytical thinking comes in another category.
Quite unemotional, analysis discoveries are not always
pre-empted with delight.
Business procedures can be altered in time to avoid
the dismal day of failure, if there is willingness to think.
Marriages can be saved from falling apart if tense
emotions will give way to saneness of thought. The glamor
of triangular love must be observed in its true light. It,
too, will likely be altered by the course of years.
Church life also is affected by planning, analysis, or
the absence thereof. It seems natural to be quite emotional when discussing religious beliefs and practices.
Orthodoxy and un-orthodoxy, as we see them, are vital
concerns. There is little room here for inter-personal
criticism. The commonness of such reaction places most
Christian groups on a similar basis.
Emotional attitudes have little in common with Study
Conferences. To ask a question, or an attempt to discuss
the controversial has a way of categorizing and labeling
the questioner. This becomes a costly and risky procedure
in church life.
An alternative .to analysis and decision is spoken of as
transition or adaptation. That this is a smoother, less difficult course to follow, no one will deny. Time does things
for us and orients in a manner that is peculiar to the need.
Although transition and adaptation are more acceptable
as means, certain underlying factors dare not be overlooked. Transition to where, and adaptation to what, call
for some hard core, basic thinking. Orthodoxy is not likely
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Some questions: *
How will the procedure under consideration relate to
the accepted perspectives of the group?
What affect will a mission program, sponsored country,
town, city, and world-wide, have on certain local and
colloquial aspects of the society?
What happens when a group becomes involved in
Christian training programs, involving education, both
academic and specific training for church service?
What happens when a rural atmosphere must integrate
with inter-urban and city life?
Are the satisfactions of an ethnic existence adequate
to the point of a continuing existence of the group?
To say, the answers to these and similar questions
cannot be found, is to ignore history. Facts are available.
For any group to believe they will reverse history, means
they live in a dream world.
This column believes the Brethren in Christ Church
is not interested in a static existence. Opposite-wise, there
is legitimate concern as to whether we have "Set the Sail."
Some local and axiomatic practices have gone through
transition and adaptation. Maturation calls for genius considerations of the Brethren in Christ Church and their
relevance to now. The church's task is not a diplomatic
sparring feat.
A Study Conference, discovering and relating the
genius of the brotherhood to service and ministry in our
day, would be an honor and kind gesture to our forefathers. Certain cardinal and virtuous beliefs will have
a relevance to man's need and existence so long as time
lasts. Let's rethink these areas together, remembering it's
much easier to be overcome with an attack of nostalgia
than it is to be creative or re-creative in an immediate
setting.
Culture-wise, amid unbounding technical development, with eighth grade education giving way to college
training, and rural life per se virtually non-existent; this
is a different world. Suddenly placed in this arena, church
fathers of 50 and 75 years ago would indeed be perplexed.
They served their generation and "fell on sleep."
Today is assigned to us.
JNII
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General Conference Sermon
Roxbury, Pa. June 29, 1966

Communicating The Gospel
Merle

Brubaker

"And Jesus icent about all Galilee, teaching in their
synagogues, and preaching the gospel of the kingdom,
and healing all manner of sickness and all manner of disease among the people." Matthew 4:23
"After he was risen he said unto the disciples, Go ye into
all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature."
Mark 16:15
What is gospel? Dictionaries tell us that the word
means, "good news" or "good message."
We live in a "news conscious" country. We have radio
stations that broadcast nothing but news. Much effort is
put forth to create news. The news media annually names
a "Newsmaker of the Year."
Much of the news we get is not good news. If a mother
feeds and clothes her children and provides discipline
and love, that is not news. But if she abandons her baby
on the steps of a church or courthouse, that is news. The
idea that news must be bad is so much a part of our
thinking that we have coined the proverb, "No news
is good news."
But Jesus preached good news. He tells us to preach
good news. What is the good news we have to tell?
GOD LIVES

First, let us shout loud and clear, "God lives!" Twice
in the Psalms we are told that thousands of years ago
there were fools who said, "There is no God." Now there
are people today who tell us that God is dead. They think
they are the bearers of good news.
Just what are they saying? Are they saying that the
god whom many men worship is dead? Are they saying
that the god who has favorites, who loves the white men
more than the brown-skinned Asian or the dark-skinned
Negro; who loves our country more than any other country;
the god who doesn't mind if we forget all about him until
there is a tragedy—like the assassination of a President;
the god who feels bad when an American dies in batt'e
but rejoices when a hundred of the enemy die; the god
who doesn't mind if we live in luxury and give only an
occasional dollar bill to tell others about our faith or to
help them in a time of tragedy; in short—the god who
makes no demands, who likes us as we are and wants us
to be comfortable as we are; are they saying that this god
is dead? If they are saying this, it is indeed good news;
for such a god is no god—only an idol. The sooner we
discover this the better, so that we may turn from the idol
we have created and worship and serve the living God.
Or are they saying that many people who think they
believe in God really don't. Are they saying that some of
us don't care whether God lives or what God says? Are
they telling us that if we can go through a whole week
without once reminding ourselves that God is interested
in what we are doing, that we are living as though God
is dead? Would our lives be different next week if we
believed God is dead? Our conversation, our business
methods, our attitudes toward ourselves and toward other
people, are these affected by our faith? Do we seek to
July 4, 1966

know the will of God
concerning w h e r e
we live, where we
work, whom we will
marry? If not, then
for us God is dead.
Truly it would be
helpful news to find
it out now.
But to those who
seek G o d , whose
hearts yearn saying,
"Oh that I knew
where I might
find Him," to these
the Bible brings good
news. F o r centuries
the Jews had shouted, "The Lord lives;
He brought up the
children of Israel out
of Egypt." Jesus confirms that testimony
and says," . . . the Father hath life in himself"; ". . . the
living Father hath sent me."
GOD KNOWS

There is more to the good news than the wondeiful
proclamation that God is. Job says, "God knows." Jeremiah
says, "Lord, you know me." Jesus tries to get into our
weak human language just how much God knows. Jesus
says, "Your heavenly Father knows what you need." He
feeds the fowls of the air; He clothes the lilies; not one
sparrow is forgotten. He even numbers the hairs on your
head.
The Bible tells us that God knows what we are made of;
He remembers that we are dust. He knows our weaknesses,
our fears, our anxieties. He knows that we are ". . . dead
in trespasses and sins." He sees our schizophrenic alternation between self-confidence and despair. One day we have
all the answers; the next day we are sure there are no
answers. He knows what we are. He also knows what we
can be.
GOD COMES

He not only knows, He cares. He cares and He comes.
In Jesus He reveals Himself. In Jesus He comes to the earth
to live, to give life, to demonstrate love, to make possible
our salvation. Through His Holy Spirit He comes to tell
us about Himself, to tell us about ourselves, to redeem
us from sin, to recreate us, to give us the ability to become
His children. He comes to live within us so that we may
live as He lives, serve as He serves, and speak what He
speaks. What glorious good news!
No matter how evil our environment may be, we do
not need to be discouraged, depressed or depraved. We
do not need to be selfish, sensual or sinful. We can be
victorious, overcomers, more than conquerors. In the world
we will have trouble, but Jesus says, "Be of good cheer,
I have overcome the world."
Nothing shall be able to separate us from the love of
God—not trouble, not distress, not persecution, not famine,
not poverty, not danger, not war. Nothing in life, nothing
in death, nothing in this world, nothing anywhere in the
whole creation can separate us from the love of God,
which is contained and revealed and demonstrated in
Christ Jesus, our Lord! That's good news.
What shall we do about news like that? We may
ignore it; live as though it weren't true. God knows how
often we do just that.
(3)

The Good News is that God accepts us as we are. If
we truly believe in Him, fully trust in Him, and totally
yield to Him, He gives us, (1) the power to become His
children, (2) the privilege to be co-workers with Him,
and (3) the honor to share the good news.
O To

BE LIKE H I M

When I truly believe, I am born again, I am a new
creation, I am His child. As His child I have the privilege
to grow to be like Him. God's work in original creation
was marvelous. His act of redemption (recreation) was
costly beyond our ability to understand.
Since we are His children, we have the privilege to
grow to be like Him. He is working in us to complete that
good work which He began. According to Ephesians 4:13;
He will not consider that work complete until we measure
up to ". . . the stature of the fulness of Christ."
How is He going to do this? He gives His Word in the
Holy Scriptures. He gives His Holy Spirit to everyone
who will receive Him. Christ Himself will come to dwell
in us and live His life in us. Furthermore, it is the will
of God that the spiritual efforts of "all saints" be joined
in helping each child of God to understand the love of
Christ and to be filled with all the fulness of God.
We carry this treasure in earthen vessels (frail human
bodies) so that everyone will know that anything good
that comes is from God and not from us. We cannot show
how clever we are and bring honor and glory to God at
the same time. Anything that comes of the flesh hinders
the work of the Spirit. It is God the Holy Spirit who will
live His life through us using every part of our being,
the body, the soul, the mind, and the will. We shall be
like Him, for we are His children! That's good news!
O To SERVE AS H E SERVES

When God came to earth, He came to serve. The Son
of Man came not to be served, but to serve, and to give
His life a ransom for many. When God revealed Himself
in Jesus Christ, He revealed a serving God. We can ruin
this wonderful truth by trying to make God not only our
servant, but also our subject. However, the fact remains
that when God came to earth in Jesus Christ, He came
not to condemn, but to save, to serve, to give!
The Bible says that we are His co-laborers, His fellowservants. He allows us the glorious privilege of sharing
with Him in the redemption of the world. We have not
gathered at this general conference to share our pet projects, to discuss our pet philosophies, to preserve our pet
traditions.
If we are a part of His Church, and we are, we are
gathered here to give Him an opportunity to tell us what
part of His work we may do. There was a time in each of
our lives when the question was, "Lord, what must I do to
be saved?" The answer was to believe. Now the question
is, "Lord, what part of your work may I do?" When the
answer to that question comes, it overwhelms us. We
realize again that we are but dust. This time we cry,
"Lord, how can I do what you say I may do? I want to,
but how?" Again the answer is, "Believe."
In this conference we shall hear what God has done
through the Brethren in Christ Church during this past
year. We will rejoice to hear and read reports of educational, medical, and relief services to thousands of people.
We will be grateful for the number of people who have
been converted and have given testimony in baptism.
We will be humbled to realize that one of every
seventy-five members of the church in United States and
Canada was in Christian service overseas last year.
(4)

We humbly say, thank you, Lord, for helping the people
in our churches to earn the thousands of dollars necessary
to carry on this great work. Thank you for the prayers of
men and women who have been a part of these ministries.
Lord, thank you for the privilege to share your ministry
of love to the world.
Then we will hear the recommendations. We will hear
that there are men in our boards and committees who believe that God will trust us to do even more this year
than last year, in our Sunday Schools, in our local churches,
in our extension churches, in our educational institutions
at home and abroad, in our medical programs at home and
abroad, in evangelistic outreach around the world. We will
pray together, and the Holy Spirit will speak to us to tell
us how much of His work we have the faith to do this
year.
Brethren, many of us enjoy parliamentary discussion
and debate, and we will enjoy these days together. But we
are not here to play games. We're here to find out how
much of God's work we may attempt in faith this year.
We're here as a group to receive guidance from God
Himself.
Let me say further, Brethren, and Sisters, that as individuals we have the privilege to ask God to do some
more work in us. We have the privilege to let Him keep
on with what He began that day when we said, "Lord,
I believe. Lord, forgive my sins, cleanse my heart, let me
be your child." He wants us to be more like Him. The
work that we do is His work, not ours. We are to keep
using every method that He is blessing and using.
Pastors, the Lord would like to help us preach a better
sermon every week than the week before. Sunday School
teachers, God would like to make next Sunday's lesson the
best you ever taught. Parents, God would like to make
your family devotional experiences more and more meaningful all the time. College teachers and teachers on our
mission fields, the Holy Spirit is ready to help you raise
the standards a little higher every year.
Board members and administrators, God is ready and
eager to help you to be even more effective in the direction of His work, to learn from the experiences of the
past, and to find solutions to the problems that arise. Some
problems come because of success. Some come as a result of mistakes. Some are the work of the devil. But every
problem is an opportunity to allow God to minister
through you for His honor and glory.
In addition to improving the methods that God is
blessing and using, there are probably hundreds of new
ways that He would like to do His work through us.
I believe He would like to use our homes more. He
would like to make our homes so beautifully Christian,
that He could use every home in the Brethren in Christ
church as a mission station. I believe He would like to
bring neighbors in for coffee, and that after several contacts He would like to trust husbands and wives to be
pastors to their neighbors, listening to problems, sharing
a simple testimony of how God meets problems, and
searching the Bible together for answers. God is doing
this. He would like to do it in your home. He will as
soon as you are ready.
I believe He would like to have us serve more effectively in prayer ministry. Just think how marvelously God
has blessed the prayer ministry of the Women's Missionary
Prayer Circles.
Do you wish your pastor were more effective? Pray
for him. There is a story about a young preacher in his
first pastorate in Philadelphia. One evening he was visited
by one of the laymen of his church. The man was blunt.
Evangelical
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"You are not a strong preacher" he said. "In the usual
order of things you will fail here, but a little group of
us have agreed to gather every Sunday morning to pray
for you!" The little weekly prayer group praying for that
young pastor grew to more than one thousand. The minister was J. Wilbur Chapman, who grew to be one of the
greatest preachers America has ever known. I pray that
everyone who reads these words will pray for his pastor.
Pray for him in the study. Pray that his visits in homes
and hospitals will be blessed of God. Pray for him when
he is in the pulpit.
Pray for your Sunday School teachers, for your church
board, for every officer of the church, for every family.
Pray in love and faith. Even in prayer we are co-workers
with God.
I believe God would like to love through us even more.
His love motivates our support of the relief, medical, educational, and downtown city mission programs of the
church, and as we are open His love will motivate us to do
more in these fields. But I believe He would like to allow
almost every church to have a rescue ministry, a ministry
to those who are physically or emotionally ill, and a way
to meet emergency relief needs. Throughout the centuries
the love of God has motivated Christians to do things
that weren't being done. Servants with Christ have started
schools, hospitals, social services, mental health services,
and relief programs all over the world. Many of these have
been taken over by government or by secular community
interests. I'm certain that the Lord has some new things
He would like us to do.
O To

SPEAK AS H E SPEAKS

We are His children. We are His fellow-servants. We
are also His messengers. He has "committed unto us the
word of reconciliation." We are to carry the Good News.
We are to speak as He speaks.
Our primary challenge as labourers together with God
is to proclaim the Good News in deed and in word.
As His children, we pray, "O to be like Him." As
His fellow-servants we pray, "O to serve as He serves." As
His messengers we pray, "O to speak as He speaks."
Occasionally a minister will have the opportunity to
hear a layman pray, "Lord, help our minister today to say
the things You would say if You were here." That's a
shocking experience, but fellow-pastors, the only thing
we have any right to say in the pulpit is His Word. Pastors, let's pray as we prepare every sermon, "Lord, speak
Your message through me, and make me fit to be Your
messenger."
St. Paul writing by inspiration of God warns that we
should not be "corrupted from the simplicity that is in
Christ." Pastors, Sunday School teachers, Parents, we have
the privilege to be God's messengers. Let's use every
opportunity to speak His message, but let's also use every
opportunity to learn what His message really is. The Good
News is all wrapped up in the coming of Christ, in His
life, His death and His resurrection to redeem created but
fallen man. Let's be cautious about anything that isn't
related to Him.
The preaching of the cross was foolishness to the
Greeks of Paul's day. Paul reminds his readers that the
"foolishness" of God is wiser than men, and the "weakness"
of God is stronger than men. God will use the simple
Gospel message to do His work in the hearts and minds
of men.
Parents, Sunday School teachers, Pastors, as God's messenger to you today, I ask you, "Are you preaching and
teaching the Gospel of Christ?" Is a sermon on the princiJuly 4, 1966

pies of modern psychology the Gospel of Christ? How
about a sermon against the theory of evolution? A tirade
against the modernists? Against the communists? Against
some other church or organization of churches? A list of
things Christians can't do, places they can't go, and books
they can't read—is this the Gospel of Christ? Has anyone
been brought to a saving knowledge of Christ by this?
Have some been lost because they thought that being
against something, or not doing certain things would save
them?
Jesus came, not to condemn, but to save. He said, "Repent, and believe the Gospel." "Come unto me all ye that
labour and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. Take
my yoke upon you and learn of me, and ye shall find rest
unto your souls." "If any man will come after me let him
deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow me."
"Take heed that no man deceive you, . . . Many false
prophets shall arise and shall deceive many. And because
iniquity shall abound, the love of many shall wax cold.
But he that shall endure unto the end, the same shall
be saved."
That's good news! Tell it to everyone, everywhere, in
every way that you can. Preach it from the pulpit. Teach
it in every Sunday School class. Proclaim it in every home.
Get it in the newspapers. Put it on the radio and television. Talk about it at home, at school, at work. Pray
for yourself, for each member of your family, and of your
church that the Gospel will be communicated in life and
in deed and in word.

Selvar the Seer Sez:
An interesting name is given to God by the Apostle
Paul in his letter to the Romans, Chapter 15, verse 13:
"Now the God of Hope fill you with all joy in believing,
that you may abound in hope, through the power of the
Holy Spirit."
I can think of nothing more pathetic or distressing
than to attend a hopeless funeral. Where one has lived
without God in time, there is no hope for a changed
relationship to God in eternity. To live without God means
to die without God, and that means to be without God
throughout the ceaseless ages of eternity.
Paul speaks of such an experience as "everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and the power
of His glory." There is nothing worse than this. But this
great preacher would not have us see God as the
God of hopelessness. He is the God of Hope.
Hope is the expectation of something desired . . . confidence in a future event . . . ground for expecting something. How different it is to stand beside an open casket
where there is hope. To live believing in the Lord Jesus
Christ is to die that way. It is to rob death of its sting,
and the grave of its cruelty.
To place our faith in the God of Hope is to rest
in the assurance that the past is atoned for . . . the
present is cared for . . . the future is assured. Believing
this brings joy and peace into life. Do you want joy in
life? Jesus is the joy of living. Do you want peace of mind
. . . peace with God . . . peace with your fellowmen? He
is our peace. Receive Him as personal Saviour.
Do you want to abound in hope? "Then," says Paul,
"believe in the God of Hope that by the power of the Holy
Spirit your whole life and outlook may be radiant with
hope."

(5)

H. L. Smith

A. D. M. Dick

Arthur L. Pye

Harvey Sider

BRETHREN IN CHRIST MISSIONS IN INDIA
January, 1914 - November 8, 1964 by Isaac Paul (translated from
Three missionaries of the present Brethren in Christ
Mission, Rev. and Mrs. H. L. Smith and Miss Effie Rohrer,
stepped on India's soil on the 20th of November, 1913.
Until December, 1913, they passed the time in Adra and
Dhumtri.
With Bishop Lapp of the Mennonite Church, Rev.
Smith came to the sub-division of Madhubani in Darbhanga
District of North Bihar in search of land with the desire
to establish the mission there. But because of the high
price of land they could not buy land there. In the end
they were pleased to preach the gospel in adjoining Saharsa, 44 miles directly south of the border of Nepal.
In April, 1914, Rev. Smith with his wife and Miss
Rohrer came to live in an old small bungalow in Saur
Bazaar six miles east of Saharsa. The bungalow was
rented from Mrs. Hercy Christian, a domiciled European.
Since Saur Bazaar was in Madhipura sub-division, Rev.
Smith began coming to Madhipura and established his
connections with government officers and educated class
of people there. In this way they became friends with an
educated Brahmasamaj family whose name was Narandra
Lai Das. At his advice Rev. Smith rented from the railway a small unrepaired bungalow in Madhipura. After
some time the mission bought that bungalow from the
railway. This was the first property registered in India in
the name of the Brethren in Christ Mission.
After the mission in India was established by Rev.
Smith, Rev. and Mrs. D. E. Rohrer with Mrs. Ruth Byer
Foote, came to India. In these days land was bought in
Saharsa and a small bungalow was built in which the
Smith family came to live. Later more land was bought
in Saharsa and a large bungalow was built. A primary
school was opened in the small bungalow. The teacher
was a high caste Hindu of the name Kirti Sharma.
In this time, by the mercy of God a daughter was born
in the Smith family. At the time of the birth her mother
was staying at the house of Rev. Frakat of the Church
Missionary Society in Bhagalpur.
In the closing months of 1916 the Supaul mission station was bought from Rev. A. Anderson. Rev. Rohrer
and his family went there and began to live in a small
native house.
After Rev. Rohrer came Rev. A. D. M. Dick and his
wife and with them Mrs. Anna Steckley Lehman who
stayed for some time in Saharsa. After a time an orphanage
and school opened in Saharsa which later was taken to
Madhipura. It stayed there until the Kosi water came
(6)
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into Madhipura. Again an orphanage hostel with an upper
primary school was established permanently in Saharsa
and continued there until June 1953.
During the time of Rev. Rohrer an orphanage hostel
and primary school also opened in Supaul which after
some years, because of the Kosi River, was taken to
Barjora.
After Rev. Dick, Rev. and Mrs. Clarence Heise with
Miss Gayman, came to India and were appointed to
Madhipura.
An unfortunate thing happened in the month of April,
1924 when Rev. H. L. Smith went to his eternal home.
His wife and daughter and son and missionary and Indian
brothers and sisters sunk in the sea of sorrow.
In the time of Rev. Smith there were three mission
stations—Saharsa, Supaul, and Madhipura—and one outstation at Dumaria. Gospel preaching work was done by
missionary and Indian preachers north to the Nepal border, in Madhipura sub-division, in three-fourths of Supaul
sub-division and in the north and east Purnea district.
After the death of Rev. Smith, Rev. Dick became the
mission superintendent. In this time these missionaries continued coming: Rev. and Mrs. George Paulus, Mrs. Mary
Dick Myers, Rev. and Mrs. Charles Engle, Miss Leora
Yoder, Rev. and Mrs. Allen Buckwalter, Miss Emma Rosenberger, Rev. and Mrs. William Hoke, Miss S. Bitner,
Miss Beulah Arnold, Miss Erma Hare, Mrs. Esther Buckwaiter Duncan, Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Pye.
Rev. Dick gave much attention to spreading the gospel
and whole-heartedly tried to finish that work which Rev.
Smith had left unfinished because of his death. During
this time the mission preaching work continued through
missionary and India preachers in north Monghyr, east
Darbbanga, north Bhagalpur, and all Saharsa district and
three-fourths of Purnea district. In the time of Rev. Dick
colporteurs caused the Word of God to reach places by
way of books. Because of the Kosi river cutting at this
time, the Supaul mission with school and orphanage hostel was taken to Barjora. With the desire to make preaching among the Santals easier a new mission station was
opened at Banmankhi. Mission outstations were opened
at Begusarai, Saur, Supaul, Kanawa and in Mirzapur
bungalow in Rev. Dick's time. With the help of Rev.
Engle, Miss Rohrer, and Rev. Benjamin Marandi, and
other Indian preachers, Rev. Dick started the very first
Santali church. In the beginning Rev. Marandi, at the
invitation of Rev. Buckwalter, came for a time to Jamuniya.
Evangelical
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Rev. Hoke became mission superintendent following
Rev. Dick. In this time these new missionaries came in
this order: Rev. and Mrs. J. B. Smith, Miss Ruth Book,
Miss Mary Jane Shoalts, Miss Mary Beth Stoner, Miss
Esther Book, Dr. and Mrs. George Paulus, Miss Evelyn
Bohland, Dr. and Mrs. Lowell Mann, and Rev. and Mrs.
Harvey Sider. Rev. Hoke gave his special attention toward
preaching among the Santals. In Kanawa and Harinkol
churches were built. Some land was bought in Purnea for
the mission.
The Brethren in Christ mission closed forever the work
which was started in 1914 by L. A. Anderson and where
younger and older orphans came to the Lord, with the
selling of all the Supaul mission land. Rev. Hoke was
chosen the first church superintendent. In his time the
B. in C. church of India was established in 1954.
Rev. Arthur L. Pye became mission and church superintendent after Rev. Hoke went to his country. In his
time these new young missionaries came: Miss Verna
Gibble and Rev. and Mrs. James Cober. Rev. Pye took
interest in spreading the gospel among non-Christians
especially. These days worship services are held by him
more or less in five places where there are no preachers.
This year from the 3rd November to 6th November in
the leadership of Rev. Pye the golden jubilee of the mission was observed with great courage. The crowd attending was more than expectation. There is no doubt that the
money expended by the B. in C. mission and the labor
of the missionaries are not in vain. On the occasion of this
Jubilee a wreath was placed on the grave of the Rev. H.
L. Smith and we remembered his sacrifice because of
which our numbers today are so many. We also remembered the first Indian pastor, A. M. Charan, by a wreath.
Note: At the present time there is a mission hospital
permanently at Madhipura, and one middle school with
hostels for boys and girls in Barjora. The Barjora dispensary
is now closed for an uncertain period. Under the supervision
of Rev. Pye one farm project is being operated by M. C. C.
at Barjora, by which local poor people are much benefitted.
When Rev. and Mrs. Arthur Pye and family returned to
America, Rev. Harvey Sicler was chosen to serve as superintendent of the Brethren in Christ Church in India.

ness manager. He presents a consistent witness to those he contacts.
This is what he says
about one of most important experiences of
his life:
"First time I had
been to Nawa Bhandaria Youth conference was in 1959.
When I attended
these meetings I was
v e r y m u c h impressed and determined to attend every youth conference which
would be held in the Bihar area. This I did. Now
I organized a Youth Fellowship in Saharsa in 1963
because I knew there is strength and power from
God to the young people to help the churches to
be a strong and holy church. There are already 15
members enrolled in the youth fellowship. They
try to bring other young boys and girls to participate
in this society.
"I pray to you all that many more may come to
Jesus Christ and believe in Him through this youth
fellowship. Sometimes we help one member to attend some conference who cannot pay his expenditures. I hope that if we pray without ceasing and
you too will pray for us, that this fellowship will
lead others to Christ for Jesus told us to do so—
Matthew 28:18-20."
L.

Mann

AFRICA
dozens of people every day"

Meet this Overseas Christian
Raj to his friends, Rajendra Kumar Rai, is the collection clerk and bookkeeper at the Madhipura Christian
Hospital.
A third generation Christian, his grandfather and father
were both lay preachers. The family moved up from
South Bihar into our area about 25 years ago, when there
was need for a teacher in the Supaul School. Rajendra's
mother died shortly after his birth; then Samuel, Rajendra's
father, married an orphan girl, Monica. There were four
children from the first marriage and six from the second.
There is a fine family spirit; they sing, study the Bible,
and do a lot of things together as a family.
Shy, soft-spoken, precise, an enthusiastic youth leader
—this is Rajendra. He has his B. A. in Liberal Arts from
the Ganesh Dutt (Government) College, in Begusarai,
Bihar; but he is reticent to use his English.
He started to work at the Hospital on a temporary
basis as the drug dispenser; now he is bookkeeper and
collection clerk; and we hope he can eventually be busiJuly 4, 1966

Choma Book Room
The work in the book room is growing by leaps and
bounds. We realize that we need to employ more Africans
to help because the three of us just can't keep after anymore. We do have two Africans working with us now.
There are just dozens of people who pass through these
doors every day and they are a real challenge. We want
to open the reading room in the next few weeks. We have
had this in our thinking ever since we opened the book
room but we have just been too busy to do much more
than think about it. Then, too, there was a matter of
space and rental money if we got more space. There is
a little room fastened to the bookroom which has been
rented by a farmer who used it as his milk distribution
centre. Well, he sold out and that room became available
the 15th of June. We had first chance to rent it, but we
were hesitating since we need money to fix it up, get
furniture, paint, put in shelves, buy materials for the
reading room and pay the rent. We felt this was an ideal
place but we didn't do anything definite about it.
(Continued on page eighteen)
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"Teens Look at Religion'1
Part II
(In the last issue a digest of a full-page spread in a Toronto
news paper of an interview by their Religious News Editor
with six teenagers was begun. It is now being concluded.
Those involved were: The Editor; Arna, 17, an agnostic;
Grace, 16, member of United Church; Sam, 17, a Reform
Jew; Jonathan, 19, an Anglican; Ted, 17, a Roman Catholic,
and Linda, 15, undecided. As mentioned in the last issue,
a born again teenager should have been included. W e must
resist these liberal trends with fervent prayer and positive
witnessing. Page Ed.)

The discussion was interrupted
last time just as the
editor raised the question as to what Priests, Rabbis, and
Ministers spend their time talking about, raising the question about sex as a discussion.
EDITOR: Sam, you're a Reform Jew. D o you disagree?
SAM: (R.J.) Basically, t h e traditional religious beliefs
seem to b e that it's best after marriage. However, sometimes they don't seem to come to grips with the fact that,
let's face it, pre-marital sex is something t h a t in our
society seems to b e in m u c h incidence.
EDITOR: And is being, perhaps not widely accepted,
b u t some moralists are beginning to suggest t h a t it m a y
in certain circumstances b e not altogether b a d .
SAM: (R.J.) I don't think the rise in pre-marital sex
relations has anything to do with our present state of
religious agnosticism.
LINDA: ( U n d . ) I h a v e to disagree. If a kid believed,
really believed in his religion, then I don't think he could
possibly h a v e sex before he was married because it wouldn't b e compatible. F o r me, it's like night a n d day, sex
on one h a n d a n d religion on the other, and you just have
to m a k e u p your m i n d which you want.
EDITOR: Are religion and sex mutually exclusive?
LINDA: ( U n d . ) I think it shouldn't b e . . . it's one of
m y great quarrels.
EDITOR: Well, let's say religion and pre-marital sex.
Is t h a t w h a t you're saying?
LINDA: ( U n d . ) I think it's a mistake of different religions to completely ignore pre-marital sex. It does exist.
Religious p e o p l e I've talked to, not all, b u t some, seem
to think it's bad, so let's not talk about it.
TED: (R.C.) In our church they're not just coming out
with t h e statement saying you can't d o it with no explanations. T h e y explain it a n d we delve into the subject a little.
GRACE: ( U . C . ) I think pre-marital sex is b e c o n r n g
accepted b y the majority of people. Among young people,
it's quite an open subject. I think it's not being looked
down upon so much. I think the ministers are going to
h a v e to realize this.
EDITOR: Is your minister the kind of m a n t h a t you can
go to if you h a v e a problem of this kind?

(§)

GRACE: ( U . C . ) Oh, he's talked about it a n d he has
quite good ideas. He's a friend of the teenagers. You can
talk to him a n d he's not a stuffy old fogey from the Victorian era. I think if the ministers did more talking on
this, there wouldn't b e such a conflict b e t w e e n religion
a n d sex.
•
EDITOR: C a n morality or ethics, whatever you w a n t to
call it, survive if the traditional religion crumbles?
JONATHAN: (Ang.) I w o u l d say yes because w h e n t h e
Roman theology crumbled to pieces, they developed systems of philosophy which were far from religious—Stoicism
a n d Epicureanism.
SAM: (R.J.) I think it w o u l d survive because it is
preserved by law. Also, if religion crumbles completely
a n d then morality goes things would become so corrupt
that people will go back to some form of morality to m a k e
living at least half decent.
LINDA: ( U n d . ) For some time it would a n d then I think
it would start all over again, with religion, because morals
are a lot m o r e t h a n just sex.
ARNA: (Agn.) I think religion is mainly a crutch to
maintain your mental sanity.
SAM: (R.J.) Religion a crutch? Well, I sort of agree
b u t I don't like the conclusion. Every person needs something, some belief in something greater t h a n himself to
k e e p on an even keel in t h e world.
EDITOR: W h a t do you think is the worst fault of organized religion? W h a t are its best features?
GRACE: ( U . C . ) I n our area church is just a social
gathering on Sunday. You see w h a t the n e w fashions are
a n d get caught u p on all the local gossip. But then, the
minister usually has something to say, if you listen you
can get it.
JONATHAN: (Ang.) W h a t tends to irk me''most about
a church is dogmatism. T h e y make a statement and ask
you t o believe simply because they say it is so. But you
cannot believe something unless there is some logical
basis for it.
EDITOR: Linda, which church do you stay away from?
LINDA: ( U n d . ) I d o go, it's funny, I go and day dream.
T h e biggest fault I find is t h a t it never appeals to m e
or anybody I know.
TED: (R.C.) I agree with Linda. T h e church does
not h a v e any appeal. Most teenagers go because it's a
habit. Youths can't really see the main purpose of going
to church. T h e y can pray whenever they want.
SAM: (R.J.) T h e y can pray whenever they w a n t ? But
do they? You know this is just an excuse to say I can't
p r a y in an organized way. I think t h a t organized prayer
is important. And take the bit about church being a social
meeting place. I don't find anything wrong with that. In
fact, I think it has m u c h that's good.
EDITOR: N o w to conclude—what does your church give
to you that has more value than anything else?
JONATHAN: ( A n g . ) T h e social thing is one of the best
qualities. I t gets together people with common interests.
GRACE: ( U . C . ) I really don't know. I think t h e service
on Sunday morning is trying to give m e a better understanding of my religion.
TED: ( R . C . ) M y church is like a guiding light. W e
teens need this. I can always fall back on the church.
SAM: (R.J.) T h e thing I get most is just the chance
to learn. I find t h a t my religion helps m e n o w a n d I
believe it will continue to do this.
( C o n t i n u e d on p a g e t w e n t y )
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Words have their day; and one that is in today in
missionary circles is the word viable
— "able to live;
specifically, . . . able to take root and grow; as, viable
seeds," says Webster.
Does the Word of God prove viable in the midst of
pagan cultures? Are believers beyond the protective confines of the mission station viable? Are the young and
struggling churches viable? What happens to the SEED
in a hostile environment?
We asked our missionaries to tell us about what goes
on BEYOND their immediate direction.
BRETHREN IN CHRIST WORLD
MISSIONS
Box 171, Elizabethtown, Pa. 17022
June, 1966

Beyond The Mission Station
Suku and Phulmoni came out of the water with radiant
faces. Among the group whose baptism climaxed the
Easter service was this middle-aged couple from a village
where the Gospel had never yet been preached. It was
the same old, but ever thrilling and refreshing, story of how
people BEYOND THE STATION are constantly hearing
of Jesus Christ, repenting, and walking the new way.

The basic poles go up for Balua

Church.

the entire group listening with rapt attention to the story
of sin and redemption. Others are now waiting for more
instruction and have a keen desire to become followers
of Christ.
AND H O W HAD THE GOSPEL REACHED JANKINAGAK?

Several years ago, Benjamin and our national workers
established a beach head in Sukasin when three families
became Christians. These families were faithful in witnessing to their relatives, and so two years ago Christ moved
into another town, Jankinagar, where finally three more
families became Christians. Thus when Suku and Phulmoni
began to unload their burdens to these newborn children
of God, the former soon discovered that Christ and not
idolatry is the real answer.
AND so ON . . .
Two years ago the Santals of Begampur village, 2%
miles distant from Seswa, erected their own little mud and
thatch church. Today these new Seswa Christians every
Sunday travel a round trip of five miles to learn more of
Christ and the holy way of life.
Evangelism through medical work and literature distribution BEYOND THE STATION is also carried on by
missionary and national co-operation. A recent tour combined these three arms of Christian outreach — direct
evangelism, medicine, and literature. Miss L. Yoder from
(Continued on page twelve)

Santals on a preaching tour: Deacon Philip Murmu and family,
Dina and Margaret

Suku and Phulmoni had been particularly ardent followers of Satan. Even in their dire poverty, no gift was too
great to appease the spirits, no journey too far in their
search for peace.
Then Jesus came!
One day in their ceaseless effort for satisfaction they
called on their relatives in Jankinagar who had recently
become Christians. As a result of conversations with them,
Suku and Phulmoni showed to others their Christian faith
by baptism just a few weeks ago. And since their village
of Seswa had never heard the Gospel before, we and
national workers visited the village nightly for a time,
July 4, 1966

Consultation. At far left, Benjamin, Santal leader; at far right,
Dubai Murmu who gave generous gift of land (Banmankhi District
also bought from him) for church site.
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JAPAN
Outreach — Into Homes
To light many small Gospel lights in this western part
of Tokyo has been our vision and burden ever since coming to work here nearly three years ago.
To build several big church buildings in this growing
city would cost staggering sums of mission dollars—$2030,000 per unit. And we seriously question whether such
centers would afford the most effective means of reaching
the people of Tokyo.
And so we simply began meeting in our home. From
there the movement spread to other homes. At the present
time eleven cells are in operation—some meeting weekly,
some bi-monthly, and others monthly. Attendance varies
from 6 to 20. All of these meetings are geared to the
layman's approach. We have no paid professional pastors
or workers. In the newly formed cells the missionary may
shoulder most of the responsibility; then, as the months go
on and the laymen mature in Christian experience, the
operational responsibility is given over entirely to the
national laymen.
What of Japanese response?
God working with us, homes do open up for Christian
meetings. And over half the homes are non-Christian
homes, where non-Christians take the responsibility of
gathering their close neighbors and relatives together in
their home for a Christian meeting!
Note these cases, for example.
(1) Four days ago, in a non-Christian home where
we meet monthly, we were planning our May 18 meeting.
Up to this time we had always met on a night when the
father was working second shift at the factory, since it
appeared that he was opposed to Christianity. However,
this time the wife said: ''From now on, you can meet here
in our home any time . . . Last week my husband told
me that he too wants to study the Bible with the little
Christian group in our home." Praise the Lord!
(2) Last night, while Lucille and I were visiting a
non-Christian home in the local apartment area, the wife
said that she would like to begin having a cell meeting,
too, and to this the husband immediately agreed. We had
not asked; this is simply the way homes are opening up—
this one right in the center of a 350-unit apartment area.
(3) A young wife from another town has been coming
to our Sunday morning meeting. She told me not to talk
to her husband' about Christianity, as he might become
very angry. But he did consent for her to have a cell
meet in their home on nights when he would be away
at work. The meeting was begun several months ago.
Just last week this couple came to our home and began
asking about what we as Christians believe. Sensing that
her husband was beginning to seek for God, the wife left
the room and went out to the kitchen to help Lucille
make supper, leaving her husband and me alone in the
living room. We talked about many things. Then I got the
Bible and we shared together from the Word. He did not
make an open commitment that day but he came back
for more two days ago. I'm convinced this man too will
be won for the Lord Jesus; and I believe his heart has
been opened to the Gospel largely through the testimony
of the cell meeting in his home.
*
*
# *
Sometimes a woman wins a man through his stomach.
Perhaps we can win men to the Lord Jesus through their
homes.
(10)

Mr. and Mrs. Hasegawa, and daughter, in whose home we meet
regularly for prayer and fellowship. There were 18 in attendance
last time, including three first-timers whom they had invited. The
Hasegawas are both schoolteachers.

Outreach — In City Sunday School Evangelism
"In Japan, Sunday School Evangelism is disappointing,
discouraging, disillusioning."
So missionaries and nationals alike have been saying
for years.
For this reason when our mission began a witness in
Tokyo two-and-a-half year ago, we did not start a Sunday
School. All our time and energy were concentrated in
other forms of youth and adult evangelism.
But before six months had gone by, the local barber,
the vegetable man, the bread man, and the neighbors
began prodding us with the question, "When will you
begin a Sunday School for our children?" Interestingly
enough, none of these people are Christians. But most
of them went to Sunday School when they were children
and now they want the same instruction for their children.

The Kindergarten Class of our S. S., with their teachers, Miss Ito
and Miss Houe

"Well, why don't we have a Sunday School?"—Lucille
and I began asking ourselves. Searching our hearts, we had
to confess that we lacked the courage to begin a Sunday
School in the face of almost certain defeat and humiliation.
After a few more weeks, several local Christians began
talking Sunday School, too.
Evangelical
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And some volunteered to help in the teaching.
And finally they directly asked me to find a place to
meet, secure teaching materials for getting started, and
drive the mission car to get the little children who would
have to walk more than thirty minutes to get there!
AND SO WE STARTED A SUNDAY SCHOOL
It was a venture in faith, for by this time we believed
that it was God's will. The first session was on September
19, 1965—with just one class, meeting in a rented kindergarten hall across from our mission house. We averaged
26 students for those two September Sundays. In October,
the second class was begun and we had an overall average
attendance of 38; November, 41; December, 48; January
(1966), 47; February, 48; March, 47; April, 52-with the
fourth class begun; May 1 and 8, 56.
How long will this steady increase continue?
We don't know and we don't worry about it. He Who
has begun it will complete it. However seventy is about
the maximum for our present facilities, commented one
of our teachers recently.
SOME CONCLUSIONS-After 8 months of S. S.
1. This is the Lord's doing, in answer to your prayers.

First and second grades with their teacher, Mrs. Sato.

2. Factors which make this urban Sunday School work
different from Sunday School work in rural areas
are: ours is a growing community of mostly young
people without deep prejudices against Christianity,
about our age, with young children—whereas, as we
have often said, many of the younger people have
left or are leaving the rural areas.
3. Since we had waited until the people began asking
for a Sunday School, there was no pressing of our
ideas and programs upon the community.
4. God worked in the hearts of the local Christians
until they began asking questions and volunteering
their help.
5. From the very beginning, we emphasized a selfsupporting approach. (Last year mission funds paid
the rental fee, text-book supplies, etc.; but since
the beginning of this year, the work is completely
self-supporting.)
6. We left the leadership and operational responsibility
.entirely up to the Japanese Christians to do it their
way, without any attempt to follow American
methods or traditions.
July 4, 1966

A major portion of group meeting in pre-class session.

Outreach — Through Deeper Bible Study
Among the many exciting things that have been happening in Tokyo during recent months is the way in which
the unsaved have been attending our newly formed Sunday morning church services. About 80 per cent of those
attending have been unsaved people who seem to be
earnestly seeking for truth and an answer to their heart's
need.
To the Japanese—an intellectual folk—the word study
often appeals more than the word worship. Of course, they
cannot truly worship God until they know Jesus Christ.
And so we sensed in our Sunday morning meetings a hunger for more study of the Bible, for learning in a more
systematic fashion the manner in which God is revealed
in Jesus Christ.
A short-term Bible school was therefore begun, to meet
each Thursday night for three months. Twelve students
enrolled. A capable national teacher was found, a man
with rich pastoral and evangelism experience. Under his
direction the class is working hard and with enthusiasm. A
number of the students come direct from work; several
who cannot attend the church services on Sunday sacrifice
their supper time with their families for a study of the
Bible.
Bereans! May there be results to parallel those of
ancient Berea (Acts 17:10-12): "Therefore many of them
believed . . . ."

The Bible School in session in our dining-room.
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Missionary Unemployment — A Possibility?
Peter A. Willms
A far-sighted missionary purposefully seeks unemployment. He constantly strives to make his presence unnecessary. It's not an easy objective to reach.
Usually the strategy involves three phases. In the first
stage the missionary seeks to make contacts and win converts. In Japan this is the least difficult phase and makes
the most interesting reading for supporters back home.
While active in this first stage, a wise missionary soon
begins working on phase two: the training of converts to
engage in leadership and evangelism. This calls for many
difficult decisions—especially if one is in rural work. Shall
converts be sent to city Bible schools and seminaries for
training? If so, they will probably never return to the
rural task.
If they are to be trained locally, where will the missionary or other personnel be found for the largely unglamorous, although very rewarding, ministry of teaching
a mere handful? Since most small rural groups are not
able or willing to support their leaders, should the leaders
continue to support themseves and study only in their
limited free time? Will this give them sufficient training?
Will the churches and the public respect such partially
trained, self-supported leaders? These are all hard questions. In Japan we are still not sure that we have found
the best answers to all of them.
The third phase actually begins as soon as converts
pass on to others what they have heard and believed.
In a halting way one sometimes sees this in operation soon
after the first converts are won. But in a fuller sense this
stage has not really begun until trained converts actually
take over the leadership of local assemblies and launch
out in pioneer efforts to establish new churches. The missionary's gradual withdrawal, or new working relationship
at the very least, is an essential part of this third stage.
Under God's blessing the Hagi Omotomachi Church
has definitely entered phase three. Within the limits of the
self-support approach many of its members have considerable training, both academic and practical. They are
providing not only local leadership but are deeply involved
in carrying the Gospel to new areas—an activity that will
be described in a "What About . . . ?" series to appear in
later issues of the Visitor. One member has gone on for
further study in preparation for missionary service, possibly
in New Guinea. God has provided leadership to the point
where the missionary is no longer an absolute essential—
except in the minds of those who insist on "professional"
leadership, especially for certain formal functions and
ceremonies.
"BUT UNEMPLOYMENT IS OUT OF THE QUESTION"

And so we see that missionary unemployment, as it
relates to certain jobs in a given place, is a real possibility.
Certain jobs in a given place—there's the catch! For what
about the contribution only a missionary can make—such
as evangelism through satisfying the thirst for English?
And what about the towns and villages all around Hagi
still without an established witness?
Some of our national brethren validly feel that we
missionaries should stay right here in Hagi supplementing
their ministry and helping establish lights in surrounding
towns as we have been doing the last few years. What
about Shimonoseki which is the largest city in our prefecture but without a missionary? What about strategic Yamaguchi, prefectural capital and college city—without a mis(12)

sionary? What about other prefectures even more needy
perhaps? And what about the teeming large cities with
too few missionaries for the tremendous opportunities as
predicted years ago and now adequately proven in the
Graybill reports?
The conclusion is obvious. A new relationship to one's
present work or even complete withdrawal from a matured
station are possibilities, even responsibilities, but unemployment is out of the question. Too many jobs in too
many places have been waiting for missionaries too long.
The demand far exceeds the supply. There is still a very
severe labor shortage.
Hagi, Japan

BEYOND — Continued from page nine
Madhipura Christian Hospital, Mr. Bimal Topono from
Saharsa Christian Literature Center and Deacon Philip
Murmu from Banmankhi on a several days tour of the
Uraon-Santal area met with a very significant response.
The people are calling for such an effort again in the
near future, only on an expanded scale.
OTHER ENCOURAGING FEATURES

In the past several years, a number of mud and thatch
churches have been built totally by Indian funds—for
example: Bhathania, Begampur, Begmara, and Bahallia.
Other churches are being built by combined Indian and
World Mission funds.
Numerical growth of the churches continues. Sixty-nine
Santals and Uraons professed their faith through baptism
in 1965. Three churches beyond the station now have a
membership of fifty or more—Balua, Barial, and Harinkol.
The nationals are also contributing substantially more
toward the spread of the Gospel. In our last Leaders
Meeting, one church gave an offering of Bs 121.61 (about
$25) for the treasury. Some of the congregations have
increased their giving 100% over the past three years.
Outreach BEYOND THE MISSION STATION is the
key to the needs of the Indian masses.
Harvey Sider
Food for India
A coordinated approach to the India famine problem
was formulated May 26 and 27 in a joint meeting of the
Council of Mission Board Secretaries and the Mennonite
Central Committee in Chicago.
Bather than have each Mennonite group attempt to
meet food and relief needs in a small area, it was felt
that a coordinated effort would be more successful in meeting the need. The Council of Mission Board Secretaries
(COMBS) represents the mission boards of the various
Mennonite groups.
One area of India, North Bihar where the Brethren
in Christ have a mission program, is not affected by the
famine problem. In fact, food production in this area is
greater than it has ever been before.
In the Dhamtari area and the Central Provinces, where
the Mennonite and General Conference Mennonite missions are located, the situation is different. Food is needed
here but there are transportation problems.
Andrew Shelly of the GC group noted that a ship with
food supplies requires three weeks to travel from the
United States to India and then it takes another three
weeks before the food arrives at the location where it is
used. India port facilities are the same as they were 40
years ago and there is serious spoilage before the food
reaches its destination.
Evangelical
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executive secretary asked if I would
W
write an article for the Evangelical Visitor relative to
my service with the Board for Home Missions and ExHEN THE PRESENT

tension of the Brethren in Christ Church, I immediately
replied favorably because it has been a joyful service.

Sister Engle and I were
assigned to the mission
work in Kentucky in 1927.
Upon our release from
that work by General
Conference of 1944, I was
placed by the same conference on the Home Mission Board, as it was then
known. The termination of
our services in 1966 makes
a total of thirty-nine years
of service with the Board.
However, as far back
as the summer of 1922
three other young men
and
myself
conducted
evangelistic services in
Pennsylvania. This was
with the blessing of the
Home Mission Board, but
without financial assistance. As an outgrowth of
these meetings, the work
at Iron Springs, PennsylRev. and Mrs. Albert Engle
vania was developed. Dr.
C. N. Hostetter, Jr. shared in these meetings, but could
not follow up as a pastor. The Mission Board asked me to
serve as pastor, with the work continuing as an outreach
service of Messiah College. The encouragment of the
Board led to my ordination as a minister in 1923.
In the summer of 1926, Sister Engle and I served in
tent meetings in mission areas. One of these mission areas
was in Virginia. It was here that Sister Engle and I, each
independent of the other, felt the call to mission work
in Kentucky. This work had been started in 1919 as an
outreach of the southern Ohio Church and I spent three
weeks there in 1920. This work was accepted by the Home
Mission Board, but it had been without a resident pastor
for some time. During the following year while we were
both serving on the teaching staff of Messiah College, Dr.
C. N. Hostetter, Jr., as Secretary of the Board, solicited
us for the work in Florida. However, as the Board learned
of our call to Kentucky, we were assigned to that work
by the next General Conference.
We were very happy to work under the Mission Board.
We sold most of our best furniture, took what belongings
we could via car, and crated and shipped some things via
rail freight. As no provision had been made for living
quarters, and since we could not rent anything suitable,
we finally purchased a well-located acre of ground and
a house. This cost $750, the Mission Board loaning onehalf the money. In 1929 they took the property over. They
also provided us with a tent for evangelistic services. We
were not troubled that our allowance for personal expenses
was only $20 per person a quarter (that was cut 10%
during the depression) and there was no children's allowance. We ate many beans costing three cents per pound
and learned to live within our income and were happy
because God was blessing our labors in the salvation of
souls.
The Mission Board authorized adjustments in certain
church practices. We did not desire any doctrinal changes.
July 4, 1966

Home Missions and Extension
Thirty-Nine Years With Home Missions
Albert H. Engle
With fruitful revivals, and other churches ready to quickly
baptize converts before they were ready to decide the
matter of church affiliation, we asked and received permission to baptize all converts who so wished as soon as
convenient after they were saved. We always encouraged
them relative to church affiliation and to seek the Lord's
will. Those who later were led to unite with our church
were then not confronted with the barrier of having been
baptized by some mode other than trine immersion. Also
the Board authorized pastors to baptize in the absence
of a bishop. It has been our deep conviction that the pastor
should officiate in the rite of baptism.
There was excellent relationship with the Mission
Board in the placement of helpers as the work grew from
preaching, Sunday schools, prayer meetings, and other
services held in school houses, other church buildings,
old store buildings, etc., till we had five church buildings
of our own and numerous services elsewhere. These were
centered in three areas requiring three pastors with helpers at each place. We were given good workers—some of
the best.
Upon the invitation to again accept a position on the
Messiah College faculty we were faced with a difficult
decision because of our love for the work sponsored by
the Home Mission Board. However, after much prayer
we sensed the Lord's leading. After we were placed on
the Mission Board we found ourselves moving from a
rather localized vision of missions to a vision as large
as that of the Mission Board, with special administrative
responsibilities for some missions in Pennsylvania.
Upon the death of Brother Abner Martin I was asked
to serve as treasurer until the next General Conference
in 1945 when Bishop Henry Ginder was made treasurer.
In 1946 I was elected secretary of the Board; service in
this capacity served to enlarge my vision even more. In
1950 it was decided to elect an executive secretary and the
responsibility fell on me. My services were limited as I
was then employed by the Grantham congregation on
a half-time basis. In reality I was giving approximately
one-third of my time to missions, involving much "overtime."
The responsibilities of my work with the Mission Board
were always increasing. Help was a must and in this
Sister Engle gave much efficient service. This also resulted in her interest and horizons in missions being greatly
enlarged. Upon my retirement from the Grantham pastorate in 1954, I was employed on a half-time basis as
executive secretary of the Board. Though it required much
executive and secretarial work, it was a real pleasure to
have a share in the launching of the missions in New York
City, and to be in close touch with the development of the
Navajo Mission and the San Francisco Mission and others;
also smaller mission churches which are doing a significant
work in neglected areas. In addition to these and other
new units brought under the administration of the Mission
Board, several other developments added more responsibilities to our office such as; the adoption of the budget
system in 1957, the reorganization of the Board as Board
for Home Missions and Extension in 1958 which required
a post-conference session of the newly created Board, and
several Home Mission Workers' Retreats, all of which were
(Continued on page sixteen)
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NAVAJO MISSION
( N e w Mexico)
A Medical Ministry
Samuel M. Brubaker, M. D.
Medical work at Navajo Brethren in Christ Mission
dates to 1950, the year the first nurse joined the Mission
staff. At that time, the area in which the mission is located
had not been entered by the oil industry. Very few Navajo
people owned cars. The nearest doctors and hospitals were
45 miles away in Farmington. Distance and the costs of
medical care rendered these facilities largely out of reach
of the Navajos. Public Health hospitals were approximately
70 miles distant.
Into this medically isolated area, Lucy Ensminger,
R.N., came in 1950. Tuberculosis, dysentery, skin infections, and venereal disease were common problems. Mrs.
Ensminger gave help to those whom she could help. She
held no regular clinic. Several Navajo ladies came to the
Mission for delivery of their babies, and were cared for
by Mrs. Ensminger. The first baby delivered at the Mission was named Samuel Paul, and is still living in this
area.
It was during the early days when a nurse was in
residence that a clinic was scheduled with a physician
and several nurses from the Public Health Service hospital.
The day arrived, and so did the doctor, but not a single
patient came. This reflected hesitation about the white
man's medicine rather than the absence of illness.

Head nurse, Martha Garber, with mother and newborn. Note
needlework in background, a donation from W.M.S.A. Navajo
ladies enjoy these needlework items while in the hospital.

But attitudes were destined to change, just as the area
was destined. By 1952, clinics were held and patients came.
As the Mission work in general grew, it became necessary
to develop larger buildings. During 1953-54, the first
section of Navajo Hospital was built. This building (the
portion of the hospital on the right side of picture) housed
clinic, several in-patient beds, girls and boys dormitories,
a staff apartment, and a kitchen. From 1954 to early 1956,
the clinic and in-patient services were maintained by 2
nurses.
(14)

Navajo Hospital showing new

wing

In January 1956, Alvin L. Heise, M.D., arrived as the
hospital's first doctor. His arrival gave new impetus to the
medical work, and increased numbers of patients were
cared for. Meanwhile, the community was sustaining an
influx of white people drawn into the area by development of oil fields. Navajo people began to travel in cars,
which enabled them to get to the clinic more frequently.
John K. Kreider, M.D., became the Medical Director
of the hospital in 1959. In 1960, construction was begun
on a new wing, designed to provide more in-patient space
and new out-patient facilities. This addition was completed
in 1961. LeRoy Steinbrecher, M.D., served as Medical
Director from 1963 to 1965. In October 1965 construction
was begun on a new section providing space for offices,
medical records, and X-ray facilities.
. ^
Navajo Hospital continues to serve in an area of need.
Some needs have changed since 1950. But the basic situation remains—a large area, populated mainly by Navajo
people with no local medical facility except Navajo
Hospital. Increasing availability of transportation has made
it possible for more folks to avail themselves more frequently of medical care. It is not unusual for folks to
travel 30 or more miles, often on unpaved roads, to receive care. In some remote areas, road conditions make
a 10 mile distance a lengthy trip. During 1965, the staff
of Navajo Hospital cared for 626 in-patients for a total of
3,771 patient days; conducted 192 obstetrical deliveries;
dealt with 8,714 out-patient visits.
Most of the patients are Navajo; a few are whites from
oil and gas installations, trading posts, and missionaries
of the area. Medical problems encountered cover the
broad spectrum of general medicine and surgery. Over
the years, Navajo Hospital has enjoyed good working
relations with the Public Health Service Hospitals. Major
surgical problems are referred to these. Patients needing
specialized examinations such as eye and ear, or requiring
laboratory facilities of a larger hospital, are transferred.
Transfer of major emergency cases is facilitated by air
ambulance service using the Mission's airstrip.
One of the challenges of medical practice among the
Navajos is the language problem. Many of the people
speak English, but most of those over 40 do not. Thus
we must do much of our work through interpreters. This
of necessity requires more time. Further, cultural differences foster varying concepts of bodily function and disease, which must be considered when listening to the
patient's story. The language and cultural differences
also complicate the important task of health education,
Evangelical
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especially in hygiene, sanitation, child care, and immunization. Care must be exercised that, in the press of caring
for the immediate problem, the iess urgent but equally
important educational aspects of medical work are not
neglected. Many people must be patiently taught the
importance of follow-up visits, even when symptoms are
relieved, to assure successful conclusion of the treatment.
Concerning the spiritual ministry, it is again true that
patience and diligence are of key importance. Much of the
spiritual ministry is done by our Navajo interpreters, who
because of language and time factors can give themselves
to this task more effectively, However, the language and
time problems do not exclude the missionary nurse or doctor from responsibility in spiritual ministry. Membership
on a Mission hospital staff does not automatically make
one an effective witness. The doctor who in private
practice is too busy to point men and women to Christ
will likely have the same problem in a mission setting.
One effective way to communicate the love of God to the
Navajo in spite of pressing duties, or in spite of a language barrier, is to treat him kindly and out of a genuine
interest in his welfare. This is a difference that is noticed,
and our patients sometimes comment on it, and appreciate
it. Medical care given in this way prepares the soil for
the seed of the Word, planted at the opportune time by
the missionary who might stumble over a language barrier,
or by the Navajo interpreter. During 1965, there were
several patients who chose to follow Christ during their
stay in the hospital.

ing for kitchen and dining space for all the children. A
track, ballfield, concrete basketball court, an established
volleyball court, and plenty of sage brush provide recreational space.
Examples from mission history have shown us that
expanding facilities and increasing the size of an educational program sometimes are attended by declining
spiritual vitality. But mission history provides many examples where this is not the result. It has been proved
that quality mission education can be maintained while
the scope of the program is enlarged. We feel that the
latter is the case at the Navajo Mission School. We have
not allowed ourselves to be deceived by mere physical
statistics. The greatest concern through all the years of
expansion has been how can we win children for the Lord.
We know from experience that an effective spiritual
ministry cannot be accomplished apart from a meaningful
total educational program. If we fail to satisfy a child's
educational needs in the classroom he is more likely to
have little interest in spiritual things. If we help a child
to enjoy life better through sports he is usually more
open to spiritual instruction. Thus many things that are
a part of our school program may not seem to have any
direct spiritual objectives. Yet they fill a vital part of an
overall program that has spiritual aims as its motivation.
First of all, many things are done with the children's
need for God in mind. Each morning, after the breakfast
dishes are cleared from the tables, we have a devotional

Our Lord, during His ministry, set the example for
spreading the Gospel—teaching, preaching, and healing.
Navajo Hospital is the healing arm of the Navajo Brethren
in Christ Mission.
A Mission

School

Luke Keefer, Jr.
The Brethren in Christ Mission School is certain evidence that mission education programs are growing ministries. The mission school was begun for Navajos in 1949.
There was one teacher for eleven pupils of all grades. The
class room, kitchen, and dining room were all crowded
into the first floor of the present staff house. Two native
type Navajo hogans served as the boys and girls dormitories.
In the sixteen years since that first term things have
grown in every way. Now there are four teachers and
four class rooms to handle the children in grades one
through eight plus kindergarten. There are two concrete
block dormitories with four rooms in each. This makes
it possible for us to enroll eighty boarding students. There
is ample room on the second floor of the girls dorm build-

Chatting informally with the boys during afternoon recess.
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Melvin Chavez (Grade 7) and his prize winning 4-H lamb.

period with all the students. The day in the class room
begins with a Scriptural reading and the Lord's prayer.
One time each week, as part of their regular class work,
one period is devoted to religious instruction. Each different age group has a prayer meeting one evening each
week. Just before lights go out devotions in each dorm
are conducted. In addition to these things they attend
the regular scheduled Sunday services.
In themselves these things do not make a child a Christian. But the children learn much concerning God's truth
that is basic to salvation. God's word, that never returns
void, is sown in their minds. Methods of systematic Bible
reading and personal devotions can be learned. Answers
for very practical daily needs and problems are found.
Questions are stimulated that come out at opportune
times of informal chatting or personal counseling with
them. Spiritual conviction is begun in many hearts.
(15)

This bears fruit in many ways and lives. Some children
have definitely come to know fellowship with the Lord.
Others make beginnings that appear shaky for the present,
but in later life develop into a real walk with God.
Whether in such cases they would have later accepted the
Lord apart from an early decision while in school is
questionable. Some make no open confession of faith
while in school or after completing their years here. The
eternal consequences of this rejection of Christ are tragic.
For many of them, however, their lives and the lives of
their children still demonstrate that God's word has made
them better than they would have been without it. Any
decrease in sin is a cause for rejoicing.
The mission is in its best position at present to provide
a good education. Less grades per teacher allows for more
specific instruction. Better and more materials provide
greater breadth. Each additional year in teaching Navajos
increases the knowledge of how to teach them. Standard
national achievement tests are indicating more acceptable
accomplishment. Our greatest indication of success is the
pattern now for our eighth grade graduates to go on and
finish high school. Some are beginning college level study
and many others have it in their thinking while yet in
high school.
The large number of second generation students that
are now in our school is a vote of confidence for mission
education. Satisfied parents indicate their appreciation
for our school. For many years more than 90% of the children have re-enrolled to return to our school for the next
year. One mother in re-enrolling her children for next
year said, "I'm really proud of how my children are learning in your school. Where they went before they hardly
learned anything."
Even the children reassure us of the value of Christian
education. Often after graduating they say, "I wish I were
back at the mission school." One little brother and sister
home only eight days of their summer vacation commented
thus when they saw the mission truck coming to their
home: "Mother, I'm ready to go back to school now." In
short our problem is not how to get enough students for
our school, but which ones will we not have room for.
School life has many other activities. Music c'.ub, individual piano lessons, boys and girls 4-H clubs, field
trips, speaking contests, various parties, school programs,
etc., all have a place to fill. They give the children more
enjoyment in life. They impart ways of constructively using leisure time. They develop talents and personalities.
The successes to this time under God are the fruits
of a total church involvement in missions. Every place the
pronoun we or our occurs in this report you can rightly
substitute the pronoun my. Let's all continue this harvest
of souls among Navajo children.

ENGLE — Continued from page thirteen
a blessing in the ongoing of the work. Also during these
years the Extension Church Project was launched in all
six regional conferences.
Referring to Conference Minutes, it is interesting to
notice that in 1927 there were listed fifteen missions.
Expenditures by the Board Treasurer for several years
before and after this date ran about $8,000 to $10,000
annually. In 1944, thirty missions were listed and the
expenditures totaled $15,907.57, not including an investment. In 1965, fifty-three missions and mission churches
w"ere listed, and expenditures totaled $119,448.54. The
total budgeted receipts including money sent direct to
(16)

missions was $130,840.67. The Handbook of Missions indicates that the total operating expenses of these fifty-three
units of work were $265,000 plus a capital outlay of
$78,000; of this the local congregations raised much over
$200,000.
Best of all is the incalculable value of the many souls
which have been* saved, and that over the years dozens
of churches have been transferred to regional conference
administration, some of them as prosperous churches.
Needless to say, I do not think anyone can be engaged
in any bigger or more important business than Missions.
I am glad that my retirement from the responsibilities of
Executive Secretary in January 1963 was timed just right,
and that one was chosen who could care for the many
detailed responsibilities of Executive Secretary more efficiently. No one would be more interested in the HandUOOK or Missions tnan Sister Engle and I, for we know
something of the job of producing the Home Mission part
of it.
My retirement from the Board in July 1966 will not
relieve me of interest in the work. It bids strongly for a big
share in the limited finances we can contribute, and in
our prayer concern. It is the work Jesus committed to the
church after He had purchased the world's redemption
at infinite cost. Sister Engle and I will ever be missionminded. God bless those who carry the work forward.
Grantham, Pa.

Mission in Appalachia
An editorial appeared in The Mountain Eagle, Whitesburg, Kentucky, May 19, 1966, under the title "Valuable
Helpers." The editorial is built around three couples and a
young man who have been sent into the area by MCC.
Mr. and Mrs. John Enns are from Canada; Dr. and Mrs.
John Engle from Palmyra, Pennsylvania; Dr. and Mrs.
Richard Keeler from Virginia, and David Bolton, Souderton, Pennsylvania.
Whitesburg and Letcher county said goodbye this week
to two Canadians, John and Betty Enns, who in two years
here have touched the lives of numerous mountain families,
giving the kind of help and assistance that can come only
from concerned dedicated persons.
Two years ago following broadcast of a CBS—TV News
Special "Christmas in Appalachia," Whitesburg and Letcher
county were flooded with new and used clothing, food,
furniture, and cash contributions of several thousand dollars.
General chaos resulted, as Letcher county learned that it is
no simple matter to set up an equitable distribution system
to see that such goods reach the people for whom they were
intended. The job was eventually accomplished through a
Salvation Army citizen's committee widi Enns serving as
chairman.
Two other Mennonites who came at the same time the
Ennses came to Letcher county have decided to remain here,
although their term of service under the auspices of the
church is over. They are Dr. John Engle and his wife Ruth.
Dr. Engle is a general physician associated with the Daniel
Boone Clinic. He and his wife, a teacher, also are quietly
contributing much to the welfare of the community.
When word got out that the Mennonite Church was sending workers into Letcher county there was some eyebrow
lifting and some fear expressed "they" were coming in to
try to make everyone in the county a Mennonite. This definitely has not been the case. The Ennses and the Engles and
the Wheelers have been regular attendants and valued ones
at the Whitesburg Presbyterian Church and we know of no
one whose religious beliefs have suffered from association
with them.
If the Mennonite Central Committee has anymore like
these we hope it will send them along to Letcher county—
we need them.
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Callaway Church
The Callaway Brethren in Christ Church is located
ten miles south of the Adney Gap church, near Callaway,
Virginia. It is nestled among the beautiful, wooded mountains of southwestern Virginia in the area of the famous
Blue Ridge Parkway.
A Christian Education addition was built in 1960 with
a remaining debt of $299.00.
Pastoring this church for the past six years has been
Rev. and Mrs. Calvin B. Fulton. The Fultons have three
children—a daughter in college preparing for elementary
education; a son in the service and a daughter in Junior
High School. Brother Fulton is employed by the N & W
Railroad as a diesel electrician. They reside in Roanok?,
Virginia.
To pastor their church they travel twenty-eight miles
one way. This means approximately 8,000 miles per year
and about 250 hours of time on the highway, to care for
their small rural parish.
Brother Fulton and his wife, Josephine, enjoy applying their skills in physical improvements to their church.
The parishioners enjoy sharing in these developments
also.
Even though this church must face the fact that some
young couples move closer to the cities for employment,
we have great appreciation for the commitment of the
Pastor and family.
The Sunday school attendance ranges from twentyfive to forty. Recently I shared with this congregation in
a six night revival in conjunction with my semi-annual
visit to the Virginia churches. We had an attendance range
from thirty to fifty. One night a fine young man was saved.
Another night the congregation experienced revival blessing as we gathered around the altar for prayer. A number
of parents and youth expressed need by the raised hand.
One night the ladies of the church provided a fellowship supper in the Christian Education wing of the church.
An abundance of tasty food and warm Christian fellowship
characterized the occasion.
We should thank God again for Pastor and Mrs.
Fulton. Write to them sometime and pray for them often.
—Henry A. Ginder

Religious Instruction at Fellowship Chapel,
New York City
In the quietness of the sanctuary two teachers sit discussing several points on Bible study and witnessing when
the door opens and the air is filled with voices and laughter of children. "Hello" and "Hi" are exchanged as the
twenty-one children of the Negro, Spanish, and white
races begin to find seats for this one hour period of religious instruction.
Soon with the aid of the piano there arises from this
group spirited singing of well loved choruses. Pastor Hill
does an excellent job of directing the singing.
After prayer and roll call, we are ready for the Bible
lesson and memory verse.
Eyes are fixed on Charles Rife as he enthusiastically
and meaningfully tells the Bible story keeping their keen
attention. In the solemnness of this moment an invitation
is given for anyone to receive Christ as His own personal
Saviour. A number respond to God's call.
Next, with eagerness on the part of most, one by one
they say the memory verse for this day.
July 4, 1966

Opportunity, challenge, joy, hope, and love, all of these
and more, are wrapped in these short sixty minutes with
these, our children.
(New York City grants to school children the privilege
to receive religious instruction one hour weekly in the
church of their choice)

The Other Saigon
(MAY 31)
Lance R. Woodruff
Vietnam Christian Service Writer
One cannot stay long in Saigon without being impressed with the social decadence that is setting in; Vietnam's internal disorder seems to be matched by rising
corruption, the decline of public morale and personal
morals. Witnessing this situation, where political apathy
is a virtue, one begins to appreciate the good fortune of
nations with reasonably high standards of public service.
Government workers cannot afford not to indulge
in graft and corruption because their salaries have not
been increased in proportion to the inflation of the piastre,
Vietnam's unit of currency. A ranking Vietnamese government official confided that he knew of dishonesty and mismanagement in his department—public property being diverted to other uses—but said that he was not in a position
to do anything about it.
The Vietnamese don't have the market cornered. According to recent news reports the U.S. Treasury Department has a number of Americans under surveillance for
suspected irregularities in their methods of acquiring and
reporting income in Vietnam.
Easy money, loose women, and a booming black market
typify the brash facade of Saigon today. But little of the
financial benefit will reach the ordinary Saigonese. The
mass of common people are coolies and laborers, factory
workers and shopkeepers, pedicab and taxi drivers, students, clerks, and housewives. Bar girls and prostitutes,
much in the news of late, make more money in an evening
than their fathers earn in a week of honest labor or their
husbands make in a month of military service.
Bar girls are usually not prostitutes but their behavior
is definitely not acceptable in traditional Vietnamese culture. A well-paid bar girl may make as much as VN$70,000
a month (US$1,000 at the official rate of 72 piastres per
US dollar) while the Premier rates only half that much.
Prostitution is widespread in and out of Saigon. It disrupts
family life, as does the absence of large numbers of men
away from home in the Army—or the Viet Cong.
Tiny boys take home more cash for the family coffers
by shining the shoes of a GI than their fathers get in
factory jobs, and as a result they don't go to school.
Saigon, South Vietnam's largest city with 1,431,000
inhabitants crowded into twenty square miles, has some of
the nation's most pronounced social problems. Understandably the war has been the main concern of the central
government. In the meantime an ongoing flow of people
into the city has raised its population density to more than
70,000 per square mile.
Vietnam Christian Service is studying program possibilities in the Saigon area, probing problems and determining how they might best be countered. By any standards some portions of Saigon are slums, unfit for habitation. They are ramshackle collections of huts, built end on
end over spongy earth that becomes an open cesspool
during the long rainy season.
(Continued on page twenty)
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"And in Samaria"
Grace Holland
The big audience listened with upturned faces. It was
Matopo Regional Conference, and a student from Wanezi
Bible Institute was giving a report of a Gospel Team
trip to the Emaguswini District.
"Those people really need our help," he said, "especially the children. We had children's meetings for them
and taught them about Jesus Who loves them. One little
child got the lesson very well. When we gave him a picture of Jesus and the children to paint he said, ' J e s u s loves
me. See! Here I am in the picture beside Jesus, and here
is my little brother.'"
"They need churches and they need schools," Creva
Ncube continued, "so that the children don't have to
attend Roman Catholic schools, where they are forced to
join that Church."
Then Kenneth Zondo, another member of the team,
reported. "Even where we do have churches, there are
only women to lead the services. But there are so many
people who need Jesus Christ." His voice seemed to catch
and there were sighs of understanding from the audience.
Truly the Emaguswini was a needy area.
"They need Christian men," Kenneth continued. "Men
who will preach at the places where there are already
Christians meeting together. Men who will go and preach
to those who have never repented. I have heard before
about this need, but now I have seen it with my own
eyes." . . .
Once again, members of the Brethren in Christ Church
in Africa were being reminded of the needy areas around
them. This was the first time the Bible School had sent
out a group of students on their own during a vacation
time. The students were eager to go, and they were especially glad to be sent to this place they had heard
about but had never seen.
It was not an easy trip. First they had to get to Bulawayo from their homes, and then there was a 130-mile
bus trip over rough roads. Peter Mlotshwa, the only adult
member of the team wrote about it:
"We left Bulawayo on Wednesday at 11:30 a.m. We
reached Mzola at 7:00 p.m., and we walked four or five
miles to the place where Ma (Mother) Sitole preaches
at Borehole (welj) No. 3. We arrived at about 9:30 p.m.
"In the morning we had our morning devotions and
after that went to the fields to help pull up monkey nuts
(peanuts) and heap them.
"At about 9:30 we walked to the chief's place just to
report that we were in his area for some days on Gospel
Team work. He received us gladly. From Chief Matshazi's
place we visited the village of Mr. Tonas Moyo and had
a service with them. He is a church member who used
to travel with Umfundisi Steigerwald.
"In the evening we had prayers at Ma Sitole's village.
Daniel Sibanda preached and Creva taught choruses."
So the trip went. Bible study and prayer for themselves.
Helping the people in the fields. Visiting villages. Selling
books. Teaching the children. Holding services for the
adults.
The team stayed four days at Borehole No. 3. From
there the four young men went to Nono, the only place
where there is a Brethren in Christ school in the area.
Good crowds attended the services and as Peter Mlotshwa
put it, 27 people "gave themselves to the Lord." No doubt
(18)

many of these were children and probably many had
sought the Lord before, but we praise God for their continued seeking.
A week later, the team walked from daybreak until
11:30 to reach a place called Dandanda. Services have just
been begun at this, place, but 20 people gathered for the
meeting that evening. A good group attended each meeting
held by the gospel team during the three days.
From here the team went to Guga where Ma Ngwenga
leads the services. More helping in the fields and more
services made the time pass quickly. Twenty to forty
people attended each service and the children loved painting the Bible story pictures.
The team arrived back in Bulawayo 18 days after
leaving the city. They were tired, but had the needs of the
people they had visited ringing in their ears. Will one
of them return someday to answer the call of the Emaguswini?

CHOMA — Continued from page seven
The room became available on the 15th. On the 18th
we got a cheque for the book room from some people
in Canada who didn't know anything about the reading
room—but the cheque will more than cover the expenses
of refurbishing and equipping the reading room and paying rent for quite a few months. "Well, that's just the
way God works," said one of our Africans after listening
bright-eyed to my account of this happening.
Excerpt from letter by R. Kibler

For Service in Africa
The following I-W and other Volunteer Service personnel are planning to take service in Zambia:
Dr. Robert and Marian (Kuhns) Musser, Grantham
congregation, to leave early in July, to aid in program
of Macha Mission Hospital;
To leave shortly after Orientation Class in August:
Richard and Diana Trautwein, Pasadena congregation;
John W. Schock, Jr., and Donald L. Wingert (son of
former missionaries Chester and Ruth Wingert)—both
from Hollowell congregation; and Miss Lois Brubaker,
Mowersville congregation.

Missionary Appointees
Miss Lois Jean Sider,
who has given several years
of Volunteer Service in
Rhodesia, will be returning
this summer as a full-tims
missionary. The Carl Kneppers sailed for Rhodesia
June 17. Awaiting clearance
papers for entrance into
Rhodesia are the
Luke
Keefers.
Miriam G. Frey (Upland
Congregation)
who
has
been teaching at Matopo
mission for three years as
a VSer is now joining the
regular missionary staff.
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IOME
Vacationing Christians
Robert Smith M D
Vacations . . . we use them to get away for awhile,
and generally feel that this is necessary. But away from
what? There are times when we need to get away from
work! The day after day after day monotony can dull
even a fairly healthy perspective. Dull it to the point that
our initiative at home is involved. Perhaps there are times,
then, when the hard working male of the family comes
home and (in effect) says to his family . . . or to the
family TV set . . . "You entertain Me for awhile." And
that's the last contribution this staunch leader of the
family makes for the next twelve or fourteen hours. Vacation from work? Sure. But a vacation from all effort, or
an absence of all initiative is something else again. The
whole family suffers when it's missing.
Vacations can be rather strenuous. Parents find themselves over-exposed to their children; children may be
more under the scrutiny of their elders than either are
accustomed to. It's easy to be more critical . . . more sensitive to the little irritations, (driving six to eight hours in
the confines of the family car is pretty hard to beat for
too-close-togetherness). It takes a bit of planning (games,
books, toys prepared ahead) and effort (courtesy, consideration and good humor are a real effort at times) to
avoid the strain of close living. And even more effort is
necessary to make vacations a positive and stimulating
experience.
Vacations are a good time to invest some extra effort
in a project that couldn't otherwise be carried out; a time
to stretch the horizons of the mind, or of the soul. With
a study program, or a Bible conference (neither are worth
much unless you put some of your own effort and energy
into it). This is a good time to consider water painting, a
work project or a new hobby. Or maybe nothing is more
important for you then investing the extra attention required to learn to know . . . and understand . . . your
teenagers better. A vacation from work? Sure! But not
from all effort and initiative.
There is a difference between effort and strain. Some
people manage a joyful, relaxed effort that seems to be
really no effort at all, while the rest of us find it a real
struggle to produce the required energy to accomplish
relatively simple jobs. The difference may be in the completeness of our commitment: "I want to be a good father
so much that I'll be patient even though I'm worn out"; as
compared with; "I want to be a good father, but that's
the last straw!" . . . explosion!! In other words: "I want
to be, and, at the same time, I don't want to . . . at least
not now." With this kind of conflict, our best efforts can
be a strain. The relaxed kind of effort is much more conducive to an enjoyable vacation.
Do we at times need to take a vacation to get away
from responsibility? Such responsibilities as teaching a
Sunday School Class, as singing in the choir, or even the
responsibility of keeping up with a couple of lively children? I guess we don't often like to admit to being weary of
our well-doing; do we? It isn't wrong to shed responsibility in an orderly (!!!) fashion every now and then.
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But in our flight from responsibility, how much IRresponsibility should a Christian allow himself? Probably no group
is quite so careless in this regard as are tourists, and their
close relatives, vacationers. Careless driving, careless of
campgrounds, careless of other people's feelings. Americans
away from home §eem to revert to some precivilization
sort of species: noisy, destructive, selfish and suspicious.
While we don't often allow ourselves to slip into one of
these catagories, is there Ever an excuse for a Christian
to be less than nice, less than decent and orderly? Even
when a complaint needs to be registered, it can be done
with good will. And this isn't so very difficult if, as
Christians, we really like . . . (Paul used a stronger
word: Love) . . . the people we deal with. It's when,
deep down inside, we dislike the people we meet, that
we act without respect. Let's not, as we lay down our
responsibilities for a few days, allow ourselves the doubtful pleasure of becoming irresponsible.
A vacation that takes us away from our home congregation is not the same thing as a vacation to get away
from religion and its attendant moral standards. A hankering to escape the bonds of our beliefs! I doubt that many
of us really want this; but let's consider it a moment. Most
of us have neighbors whose beliefs . . . or lack of beliefs
. . . allow them to stay home from church of a Sunday
night, if, indeed, they go on a Sunday morning. Friends
who, for a certain laxity of tithing, seem able to afford
bigger and better models of just about everything. And
it is very easy to be influenced by these easier standards.
We've tried to teach our children that church and the
worship of God are an important part of life for us . . . except when we're on vacation! We don't pause for worship then. And no child with a modicum of intelligence
misses the point: God doesn't really matter when I'm out
on my own. Take the simple matter of prayer before
eating. Some years ago Norman Rockwell stated the issue
with remarkable clarity by his painting for the cover of
the Saturday Evening Post one Thanksgiving day: the
portrait of a mother and her young son at prayer before
eating in a little roadside cafe, while around her truckdrivers and travelers watched in silence, sober. The picture
had greater force, I suspect because so many of us believe
in our hearts that that New England mother was right,
and we haven't the courage to do as she did. We take
the easy way: a vacation from God . . . a leave of absence
from sincere worship . . . a moratorium on giving both of
our service and of our offerings to the Lord.
Probably most of the folks we meet on vacation will
never know that we're Christians . . . why put on a front
for them? Why go to this extra effort, or maintain the
responsible friendliness we've been speaking of. Why be
so particular about one or two Sundays away from the
church. Of course, if all of this is just a pretense, we'll
be looking for opportunities to shed the facade, and be
our true selves for a few days. If our beliefs are not
just a facade, we may need to remind ourselves that the
requirements of Christianity on vacation are not many,
but they are persistent.
The word "Joy" occurs so often in Scripture that I'm
sure we should include this as a requirement: have joy
. . . have a good time. Laugh. Secondly, that we be
responsible in our dealings with people. It is impossible
to like someone and treat him disrespectfully. Again, the
Christian is expected to give; we give our energy, our
interest, even ourselves. This giving must be extended to
our family; it must no less be offered to the Lord. Consistently. . . . Even during vacation.
The writer is a practicing physician at Lititz, Penna.,
serves as secretary of the Commission on Home.
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General Council (Conference) of 1885
Excerpts from the Minutes
Held at the Brethren's Meeting House, Shannon, Carroll
County, 111., May 20, 21, and 22.
Article I.—If a member will not do according to St. Matthew, 18th chapter, but speaks to others and not to the
one guilty of trespass, what shall be done with such
member?
Decided: That such a one becomes a transgressor and
shall be dealt with according to St. Matthew, 18th chap.
Art. II.—Has a minister the right to contradict a brother
openly, after having addressed a congregation?
Decided: Not allowed.
Art. III.—At a communion service which is preferable,
fermented or unfermented wine?
Decided: That the brethren are advised as much as possible to secure the unfermented wine for communion
services.
Art. IV.—Shall the voting at general council be done by
delegates only?
Decided: That the several districts shall, at their councils
instruct their delegates, to give their sentiments at the
next annual council.
Art. VI.—What shall be the qualifications of members to
entitle them to a letter of recommendation?
Decided: That members entitled to communion privileges
shall be entitled to such letters.
Art. VII.—How shall members be held who have no letters
of recommendation?
Decided: That they shall be held as in districts from
which they move, and that they be instructed to secure
such letters as soon as possible.
Art. VIIL—Has a district council, or have brethren of a
local district, power to overrule, or to dictate to, the
standing committee?
Decided: That they have not.
Art. IX.—Shall the expense of mission work in Michigan
be paid out of the mission fund?
Decided: That it shall.
Art. XL—Missionary report of Bro. Abram Stoner handed
in and approved, and the church is urged to give more
liberally in that direction.
Art. XIII.—Brethren from several districts pray general
council to appoint suitable brethren to visit the brotherhood in their families, and inquire into their standing as
regards unity and oneness.
Decided: That six brethren be appointed to visit the
brotherhood, and that their expenses be paid out of the
mission fund. Said brethren shall prescribe the districts
to each other, see that the above decisions are carried out,
and in case any can not serve, to have the right to appoint
others in their stead. The following is the committee:
Bro. John Cassel, Joseph Hershey, Samuel Zook, David
Engle, Henry Davidson, and Samuel Baker.
(20)

In one area that Vietnam Christian Service personnel
visited, huts were built in a haphazard fashion in a cemetery adjoining a Catholic Church near the center of
Saigon. The huts—a hodgepodge of wood, bamboo, tin
scraps, and flattened beer cans—lean into each other and
the graves and tombs among which they are built.
These people travel around their neighborhood by
means of bamboo walkways, boards, or even tires suspended above the slough. Huts were crowded with many
small children, some with ugly skin diseases, others pallid
with the waxy gaze that accompanies certain eye diseases,
stomachs swollen from a starchy diet, a bad case of worms,
or malnutrition.
There is little concern among neighbors for each other,
but families take care of their own. One of the greatest
challenges to Christian witness in the country is communicating an example of concern for one's fellow men.
Public toilet facilities are few and private facilities are
nonexistent in poor areas of Saigon. Children generally
urinate where they happen to be. Human waste is not
buried or even covered over but is left exposed, adding
to the already infectious surroundings. Likewise, in many
areas of Saigon water must be carried from a distance.
Electricity is a convenience that few can afford.
Under normal conditions some of these people would
not be here. But under normal conditions there would be
little need for Vietnam Christian Service as a program of
relief and rehabilitation. We are here because they are
here.
In every city there are refugees who have come great
distances to escape the hot war. They have left fields and
groves bombed by U.S. and Vietnamese forces and villages
that are plagued by the Viet Cong. Government troops
and Viet Cong alike round up men of military age for
conscript service. Apart from that they destroy rice stocks,
cattle, pigs, and chickens.
It is no wonder that numbers of these dislocated villagers move to urban areas such as Saigon, to escape intolerable living conditions. They are not refugees in a
permanent sense and they are not prepared for the difficulties of city life. Were the war to end tomorrow, they
would return to the land.
But what they find in the cities varies from bad to
worse. Pay is low, the cost of living is high. There is little
food because less is being produced, transport is disrupted, and much of the food in the countryside is being
destroyed.
It is in the context of this highly disturbed social and
economic fabric that Vietnam Christian Service is charged
to operate. The challenge is to establish a meaningful and
manageable program within the limited financial and personnel resources now available.
Volunteers are assisting at the Seventh Day Adventist
Hospital in Saigon and at the World Belief Commission
program in Hue.

TEEN — Continued from page eight
Note by Page Ed.
It was most unfortunate that one of the six was not
an evangelical Christian. However, the above should make
us all aware of what young people of other churches and
beliefs are thinking. They need the positive witness which
good Christian teens can give them in high school and
other contacts, and the careful ministry of our churches
when they come through our doors.
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CHURCH NEWS
ALLEGHENY CONFERENCE
Pretoria Chapel; Pa., reports 17 souls bowing at an altar of prayer during a recent revival meeting, some to renew their covenant
with God, others saved for the first time. A
well attended communion service was held
Friday evening, June 3. Deacon and wife,
Clement Oldham from Spring Hope assisted
in the service. Pastor and Mrs. Blain Kauffman shared in a hymn sing at the Hooversville Nazarene Church, Saturday evening,
June 18. Pastor Kauffman also shared in the
Memorial Day Service at the Custer Cemetery.
MESSIAH COLLEGE

New Teaching Organ
Prof. Ronald Sider announces installation
of the new pipe organ. The teaching organ
was demonstrated for the first time Tuesday
evening, June 14. Mr. Sider, director of the
department of music at the College, played
for members of the American Guild of Organists.
The Theodore Presser Foundation of Philadelphia provided a grant of $3,000 toward
the organ. It was built by the Schlicker Organ
Company of Buffalo, and is especially designed to play Baroque and other early organ
music.
Mr. Sider also demonstrated a second pipe
organ in the Hillview Recital Hall. This was
recently rebuilt by the Charles D. Wilson
Organ Co. of Harrisburg.
The program included slides of Central
America and a demonstration of its music.
Mr. Sider has spent two summers in Central
America doing research on a Doctor of Philosophy dissertation for Eastman School of
Music.
Alumni Associations Merge
The second phase in the uniting of Messiah College and Upland College was the
joining of Alumni. The two associations were
formally merged at Grantham on June 4th.
Joseph A. Brechbill, Alumni president of Palmyra, and Dr. Daniel R. Chamberlain, of
Albany, N. Y., represented the two associations. They symbolically linked the alumni
together as they united a chain of maroon
and grey with a chain of blue and white.
The first phase was the formal merger of
Upland College and' Messiah College last October at die Home Coming Activities.
The academic records of Upland graduates
are housed at Pacific College to facilitate
California teaching credentials.
Students Receive Highest Honors
Five Messiah College students received
honors for their academic and leadership ability. Each year the faculty select the leading
student from the returning classes and present them with a Merit Scholarship.
The top Merit Award of $500 was presented to Linda Martin of Elizabethtown, Pa.
Linda is a junior in the biology and math
curriculums, editor of the Clarion, and an
honor student.
The Sophomore Award of $100 was given
to Donald Keener, who is majoring in religion
and English. The Freshman Award of $100
was given to Morris Book of Upland, California. Morris is a biology student majoring
in Pre-Med.
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Two other persons were honored. Senior
Homer Moore of Lewisberry received a chemistry award from the American Chemical Society. Betty Reed of Schuylkill Haven, Penna.,
received the Brechbill Mathematics Award.
The Albert H. Brechbill Memorial Scholarship is given to a freshman mathematics student in memory of the late Mr. Brechbill,
who taught at Messiah College for many
years.
NIAGARA

CHRISTIAN

COLLEGE

In earlier years, school life at N.C.C. rose
in crescendo to the climax of a spring graduation; now, with graduation in the fall, school
ends with what Rachael Carson would call
silent spring. There are fewer and fewer students writing exams as the end approaches;
then there are none. W e all go out from the
dead atmosphere our critics sing to the toil
and heat of real life. So poorly equipped are
we for this hard world that many seek refuge
in that other escape from this life—church
work. Some hardy souls recover rapidly from
the shock of the change from a hot-house
environment, and make their way in the world
with no seeming time lost at all. Ah! youth!
its resiliency is remarkable.
In less poetic vein, as we look at this year
in retrospect, we find some interesting
changes. For the first time we had a full-time
public relations man. The financial support
promised from the Canadian churches was
increased greatly. W e received some support
from the business community. Our enrollment
was higher than it has been for many years.
More of our own church young people came
to N.C.C. than ever before.
All these ingredients mixed together should
make an apothecary's ointment good for any
school's ills, but there is one fly in the ointment. The operating deficit is larger too. In
spite of our hopes that increased enrollment
will make the school self-supporting, the
plain fact is that the larger the institution
becomes, the higher the income must be from
sources other than students' fees. This is not
an appeal for retrenchment. We must continue to advance, and that we shall do as
the Lord gives vision of the need to those
who can help to meet it. Perhaps that vision
will come only with some old-fashioned
preaching that it is wrong to leave bills unpaid, and even worse to leave them unpaid
and spend the money on some new purchase.
Our students voted all the money they earned
for athletic equipment to help reduce the
College deficit. W e could wipe it out if every
reader did the same.
N.C.C. is not about to close her doors foi
longer than an overnight period. She will
be forced to such an extremity in the somewhat distant future only if we who have the
charge to keep her fail in our responsibility.

Dr. Henry Kreider spoke and showed pictures of voluntary service rendered in Algeria
and Jordan at Cedar Springs, Pa., Sunday
evening, June 12.
Pastor Aaron Stern, Clarence Center, New
York, conducted a service of worship for the
firemen of Clarence, Sunday morning, 9:00
a.m., June 5.
Charlie B. Byers, bishop of the Allegheny
Conference conducted an ordination service
for Pastor Richard Long, Cedar Springs congregation, Pa., Sunday morning, June 26.
The Rev. Jesse
Pa., presented an
gospel message at
day evening, May

Dourte family, Manheim,
evening's program with a
Chambersburg, Pa., Sun22.

ATLANTIC C O N F E R E N C E
Women's Fellowship, Elizabethtown, Pa.,
held their first mother-daughter banquet in
the church Fellowship Hall with an attendance of 68. A delicious meal, perfectly served
by men from the congregation,- with a most
instructive and interesting address entitled,
"The Good Life," by Mrs. Paul L. Snyder,
Carlisle, Pa., resulted in a most pleasant evening.
Thirty-six children from the primary department, each holding an MCC Christmas
Bundle presented a unique devotional program for the Sunday school on a recent Sunday morning. Mrs. Glenn Ginder directed
them in choruses and songs. Pastor Ginder
offered the dedicatory prayer, remembering
the sponsors and the recipients of the Christmas Bundles. Children's offerings through the
year provided necessary funds with each
bundle averaging approximately $7.00.
T h e Sunday school presented Gerald Engle,
our 1966 graduate, with a Bible. Wilson
Makalima, a Messiah College student, former
outstation school teacher and pastor in the
Mtshabezi Mission area, Rhodesia, was guest
speaker at the June W M P C Meeting. June
8, a film "The Foundations of a Happy Christian Home" featuring Dr. Henry Brandt,
Christian psychologist, was shown at a regular
mid-week service. The showing coincided with
the final lesson by Pastor Ginder to prospective and recently accepted church members.
Pastor Isaac Kanode, Hummelstown, Pa.,
spoke the Baccalaureate message at Lower
Dauphin High School, Sunday evening, June
o.
Souderton, Pa., held pastoral installation
service, Sunday morning, June 26, for Rev.
and Mrs. John Byers and family. The evening
featured a reception fellowship.
The work in India was presented in word
and picture by Dr. and Mrs. Lowell Mann,
Sunday evening, June 5, at Conoy, Pa. Rev.
and Mrs. Allen Sollenberger were installed
as pastor and wife, Sunday, June 19.
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Rev. Carle J. Cox presented the Sunday
evening message at Roanoke, Virginia, July 5.
Christ's Crusaders Bible Quiz play-off for the
Atlantic Conference was held at Roanoke,
Sunday evening, June 19. Teams from Pennsylvania, the Florida team and a Roanoke
team participated in the finals. Rev. Jacob
Moyer spoke in both services, Sunday, June 12.
E. J. Swalm was guest speaker for the
Annual United Zion—Brethren in Christ Fellowship held at the United Zion Camp Grove
near Mastersonville, Sunday afternoon, June
26.
CANADIAN C O N F E R E N C E
Sherkston, Ontario, featured a farewell for
Miss Pauline Herr, Buffalo, New York, Sunday evening, June 19. Miss Herr has served
a number of years as pastor of the primary
division of Children's church. She will be
taking up residence in Pennsylvania. Sunday
morning, May 1, the congregation voted
strongly in favor of contemplated building
plans, including additional Christian education
facilities and an addition to the narthex area.

and Mrs. Ray Rife and Eva Byers followed
the musical. The Rifes leave for the pastorate
at Dearborn, Michigan and Miss Byers, on
leave of absence from Goshen College, enters
graduate work at Johns Hopkins University at
Baltimore.
Fairview, Ohio, honored its seven high
school graduates and three college graduates
in the Sunday morning service, June 5. Each
was presented with a daily devotional book.
Pastor William Hoke, Pleasant Hill, Ohio,
presented the Baccalaureate address at Newton
High School, Sunday afternoon, June 5.
Rev. Owen Alderfer presented a message
"The Dedication of Children" at Chestnut
Grove, Ohio, Sunday morning, June 12, followed by the dedication of four children.
MIDWEST CONFERENCE
Enroute to the NAE Convention in Denver,
Colorado, Editor Hostetter and wife shared
in services at Dallas Center, Iowa, Sunday,
April 17. Dallas Center was host to a Love
Feast Service, May 2 1 , with the congregations
from Rhodes anci Des Moines participating.
Sunday evening, May 22, the Frank Kipe
family, returned missionaries from Africa, presented a missionary service by word and
picture.
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BOWINS—Gwendolyn Miriam, born June 1,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. William Bowins, Stayner congregation, Ontario, Canada.
EIJERSOLE—Michael Lee, born to Mr. and
Mrs. Nelson Ebersole, April 17, 1966, Fairland congregation, Pennsylvania.
EBERSOLE—Scott Allen, born to Mr. and
Mrs. David Ebersole, June 4, 1936, Fairland
congregation, Pa.

Mr. and Mrs. John Chambers, Welland,
Ontario, celebrated their 50th Wedding Anniversary, Saturday, February 26, 1986. They
have been members of the Welland congregation for 35 years. They have seven children,
22 grandchildren, and 2 great-grandchildren.
The Prime Minister of Canada, the honorable
Lester Pearson, and M.P., Donald Tolmie and
Allen Pitz, Mayor of Welland, sent congratulatory messages. Honored guests included
Pastor and Mrs. Ray Sider of the Welland
congregation and Rev. and Mrs. Edward Gilmore of the Wainfleet congregation.
CENTRAL CANFERENCE
Valley Chapel, Ohio, associate pastor, Rev.
Amos Henry was awarded the Distinguished
Service Award by the Alumni of Malone College, Canton, Ohio. The plaque is in recognition of 39 years of service to the College.
Sippo congregation, Ohio, held open house
and gave a reception in honor of the 30th
Wedding Anniversary and the 25th Ministerial
Anniversary of Pastor and Mrs. Marion Berg,
Sunday afternoon, June 12.

GEIB—Michele Renee, born to Mr. and Mrs.
Roscoe Geib, April 24, 1966, Cross Roads
congregation, Pa.
HECKMAN—Rosetta Anette, born May 25,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. Roy Heckman, Chambersburg congregation, Pa.
LEGAY—Lorraine, born to Mr. and Mrs.
Leroy LeGay, October 22, 1965, Fairland
congregation, Pa.
RoYER-Doyle Allen, born April 11, 1966,
to Mr. and Mrs. Elden Royer, Leonard congregation, Michigan.
SHEFFER—Robert Wayne, born March 29,
1966, to Mr. and Mrs. Walter Sheffer, Stayner
congregation, Ontario.
SLESSER—Doris

Mae,
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1966,

to Mr. and Mrs. Lester Slesser, Cross Roads
congregation, Pa.

A student at Ashland Theological Seminary,
Ashland, Ohio, Mr. Kumar was guest speaker
at Chestnut Grove, Sunday evening, June 5.
Mr. Kumar is pursuing a B.D. Degree in
preparation to returning to India. His grandfather was a Hindu priest converted to Christianity. His father also serves in the Christian
ministry.

ENGLE-DOUTRICH—Miss Lois Elaine Doutrich, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Charles
Doutrich, Lebanon, Pa., became the bride of
Mr. DeWitt W. Engle, son of Rev. and Mrs.
'William H. Engle, Cincinnati, Ohio, June 4,
1966. The ceremony was performed in the
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church. Rev.
William H. Engle officiated, assisted by Rev.
David Climenhaga, pastor of the bride.

The Village Church Choir, Nappanee, Indiana, presented an informal hymn sing,
Sunday evening, June 12. A farewell for Rev.

GARLING-DEIMLER—Miss Carol Ann Deimler, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Ray Elden
Deimler, Colonial Park, Pa., became the bride

(22)

of Mr. Ronald E. Garling, son of Mr. and Mrs.
Raymond Garling, Greencastle, Pa., Saturday
June 11, 1966. The ceremony was performed
in the Colonial Park United Church of Christ.
The pastor, Rev. Kendall Link, assisted by
Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., performed the marriage rites.

*

HETRICK-GANTZ—Miss Linda Kay Gantz,
daughter of Mrs. Ruth Gantz, Hershey, Pa.,
was united in marriage to Mr. Dennis Wayne
Hetrick, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Hetrick,
Sr., Hershey, Pa., May 14, 1966. The ceremony was performed in the Palmyra Brethren
in Christ Church with the pastor, Dr. C. N.
Hostetter, Jr., officiating.
SKILLEN-WITTLINGER—Miss
Doreen
Faye
Wittlinger, daughter of Dr. and Mrs. Carlton
O. Wittlinger, Grantham, Pa., became the
bride of Mr. James William Skillen, son of
Mr. and Mrs. William R. Skillen, Mechanicsburg, Pa., June 11, 1966. The ceremony was
performed in the Grantham Brethren in Christ
Church, Dr. C. N. Hostetter, Jr., officiating.

.. ,*..'^.w^L:J
MILLER—Henry G. Miller, born March 16,
1885, passed away at Altoona, Pennsylvania,
June 4, 1966. He was married to Ruth Brown,
January 1, 1917, who preceded him in death.
Surviving are two daughters: Mrs. Leah
Maurer, Lakemont; and Mrs. Jean Swartz,
Lakemont Terrace. Four grandchildren and
four brothers also survive. His church membership was with the Altoona Brethren in
Christ Church. Until hindered by illness two
years ago, he had attended Sunday school
over 30 years without missing a Sunday.
Funeral services were held in tli3 Altoona
Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor Darleigh B.
Replogle officiating, assisted by Rev. Norris
Bouch: Interment was in the Keaagy Cemetery, Woodbury.
PUTMAN—Mrs. Emma Putman, b o m May
16, 1896, passed away June 9, 1986. She was
converted at the age of nine and was a faithful member of the W a m f l e e t Brethren in
Christ Church.
Funeral services were conducted in the
Wainfleet Church, Pastor Edward Gilmorc
officiating. Interment was in the Maple Lawn
Cemetery.
WOLGEMUTH — Mrs. Adda Wolgemuth, 99
years, passed away May 19, 1966, following
a brief illness. She was a guest of the Messiah
Home, Harrisburg, Pa., for the past two years.
She was a faithful member of the Brethren
in Christ Church for about 70 years. The
widow of the late Amos Wolgemuth, Mt. Joy,
Pa., she with her husband had served in the
office of Deacon for 23 vears in what was
formerly the Rapho District.
She was a mother of seven children, five
of which survive: Mrs. Arthur Heise, Hamlin,
Kansas; Mrs. Emanual Haas, Annville, Pa.;
Mrs. Raymond Riddle, Abbottstown, Pa.; Mrs.
Clyde Goodling, Union Deposit, Pa.; and Mrs.
Samuel Lady, Red Lion, Pa. Twenty-three
grandchildren and 28 great-grandchildren also
survive. For many years she made her home
with the Samuel Lady family, enjoying the
blessings of parsonage life and presenting a
radiant testimony to all. In her older days
she felt a call from the Lord to letter writing,
encouraging friends and shut-ins as long as
she was able.
Funeral services were held at the Mt.
Pleasant Brethren in Christ Church, Pastor
Earl Martin, Jr., in charge, assisted by Rev.
Graybill Wolgemuth. Interment was in the
adjoining cemetery.
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WOLGEMUTH — Mrs. Mary H. Wolgemuth,
widow of the late John W . Wolgemuth,
Elizabethtown, Pa., passed away June 6, 1966,
at the Lancaster General Hospital. She had
been ill for six weeks. Sister Wolgemuth was
a faithful member of the Elizabethtown
Brethren in Christ Church, in former years
was active as a Sunday school teacher. Her
interest in the development and the growth
of the church prevailed until her last illness.
Her sweet life was a lovely example to the
community.
Surviving are one daughter; Mrs. Dr. Paul
F. Leicht, Elizabethtown, and diree grandchildren. Funeral services were conducted at
the Elizabethtown Brethren in Christ Church,
Pastor Glenn Ginder officiating. Interment was
in Mt. Tunnel Cemetery.

Afek/sfimtA
Mrs. Charles E. Fuller Passed Away June 11
Mrs. Charles E. Fuller, wife of the noted
radio evangelist, died at the Huntington Memorial Hospital at Pasadena, on Saturday,
June 11, 1966. She would have been 80 years
old on June 16. Mrs. Fuller had been ill
during most of the past year and was hospitalized for 10 days.
For 42 years she was deeply involved in
her husband's work of preaching the gospel
by radio. Since the beginning of the world
wide ministry of the Old Fashioned Revival
Hour, she was known to the radio audience
through her weekly reading of selected letters
from all parts of the world sent in response to
die broadcast. Her cue was Dr. Fuller's words,
"Go right ahead, honey."
She is survived by her husband and son,
Daniel, Dean of Faculty at Fuller Theological
Seminary in Pasadena, and four grandchildren.
College Once Headed By Evangelist
In Financial, Accreditation Crisis
Northwestern College, Minneapolis, Minn.,
once headed by Evangelist Billy Graham as
president (1947-1952), is in a state of crisis
caused by financial and accreditation problems and declining enrollment.
The independent, interdenominational school
announced it will suspend daytime college
classes during the 1966-67 school year and
offer only adult evening classes.
It plans to reorganize and operate as a
three-year Christian college, offering
the
"Associate in Arts and Bible" Degree, b e ginning in the fall of 1967. It has functioned
as a four-year liberal arts college offering a
bachelor of arts degree since 1944.
Northwestern was founded in 1902 by the
late Dr. W. B. Riley, fundamentalist leader,
as a Bible and missionary training school.
In 1952, it had a peak enrollment of soms
1,200 students in its Bible school and college,
its liberal arts college and seminary.
During 1935-66, the enrollment was 185
at the start and declined to 80 at the beginning of the most recent semester.
Four radio stations—in Minneapolis, Fargo,
N.D., Waterloo, Iowa, and Sioux Falls, S.D.
—operated by the college are not affected by
the crisis.
Dr. Mclntire, Followers,
Picket General Assembly
Dr. Carl Mclntire, president of the International Council of Churches, together with
some 30 followers, spent a morning picketing
sessions of the General Assembly of the
United Presbyterian Church in Boston.
Pickets carried signs bearing such messages
as "Pope Paul and Papa Blake," and "Red
Clergy Supports Blake." Some signs appeared
to b e ' the same ones used in a similar demonstration in New York during a testimonial
dinner honoring Dr. Eugene Carson Blake.
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At one point during the demonstration,
Dr. Mclntire left the picket line to post his
"67 Theses" on the door of the auditorium
where the Assembly was meeting. His document sought to refute the Confession of 1967
which has been endorsed by two successive
Assemblies and comes up for final approval
next year.
Later in the day Dr. Mclntire made one
of his regular radio broadcasts from a public
telephone booth in the lobby of the auditorium. Recounting for his listeners the picketing
of the Assembly, he said: "The sign I carried
told the whole idea of what we're doing. It
read: 'A Mighty Fortress Is Our G o d . ' "
Volunteers Hurry To Topeka
After Tornado Disaster
Veteran MDS volunteers from
Kansas
judged that the havoc caused by the tornado
in Topeka, Kansas, Wednesday evening, June
8, was the greatest they had seen.
The tornado cut a swath three blocks wide
and 15 miles long through the center of the
city. It missed the state capitol building by
only two blocks. Sixteen deaths resulted from
the storm, but the toll would have been much
higher if there had not been an alarm 15
minutes before the tornado struck.
A residential district in the southwest part
of the city appeared to be hardest hit. The
funnel hovered longest over this region and
reduced it to shambles.
Of the major buildings on the Washburn
University campus, perhaps only one is in
good enough condition to be repaired. The Kansas MDS unit leader and the mobile
bus headquarters left for Topeka early Thursday morning, less than 12 hours after the
disaster. Thirty volunteers came in that day
to help set up the operation. An estimated
300 volunteers were out Friday, and 700 on
Saturday. Approximately 100 worked on Sunday.
Involved in the operation were MDS volunteers from Kansas, Missouri, Iowa, and a
Lutheran disaster service team from Nebraska.
The Church of God in Christ, Mennonite disaster agency, likewise, set up operations in
Topeka.
MDS has been working in the poorer residential section of the northeast section of the
city. It plans to continue here during most of
this week.
TAP Volunteer Involved
In Tanzania Mishap
TAP teacher Lewis Naylor, Nappanee, Ind.,
at the Musoma Alliance Secondary School in
Musoma, Tanzania, was involved in a motorcycle-bus accident in Kisii, Kenya, on May 22.
Naylor was treated at the Kisii Hospital
and then was transferred 25 miles north to
Kendu Bay Hospital.
H e suffered two fractured wrists, one dislocated finger, deep laceration of the right
leg, and a fractured kneecap. The doctors believe that all his fractures will heal normally.
Naylor had purchased the motorcycle in
Nairobi and was riding it back to Musoma
when he crashed into a bus near Kisii as he
was rounding a sharp bend.
United Church Board Hit
For Criticism of Merger
The United Church of Canada's powerful
Board of Evangelism and Social Service was
roundly criticized in Toronto, Ont., for apparently opposing the denomination's expected
Union with the Anglican Church of Canada.
At a meeting of the Toronto Center Presbytery, a move to censure the Board was deferred, however. Several ministers said they
were concerned about Board statements that
any union of the two churches should not
overemphasize creeds, church structure, ritual,
sacraments, and clerical authority.

Author of "Living Letters"
Paraphrases Gospels, Acts
The long-awaited Living Gospels, a paraphrase of the four Gospels and Acts by the
author of Living Letters, is now released to
bookstores.
Advance orders and requests have assured
a sellout of the initial press run of 1,200,000
copies—a near-record first printing, according to Tyndale House Publishers, Wheaton.
The production required 40 railroad cars of
paper, a ton of ink each day and three weeks
of around-the-clock printing on high speed
presses.
Living Gospels was praised by Evangelist
Billy Graham for having the "same fastmoving, direct language as the previous volumes in this series, Living Letters and Living
Prophecies."
In the introduction to Living
Gospels the evangelist declared, "This volume
is a must for every Sunday School teacher,
Christian worker, student of the Word, and
the layman who would like to read the account of Christ's life in today's language."
Author of Living Gospels is Kenneth N.
Taylor, who also heads Tyndale House. Besides the two earlier paraphrases in the Living
series, Dr. Taylor has written Romans for the
Children's
Hour.
Living Gospels has 450 pages and will sell
for $2.45 paperbound and $3.95 in cloth
binding.
Cite India's Need for Medical Personnel
"Hunger and health problems are increasing in India's burgeoning population," says
Don W. Hillis, former missionary to India
with The Evangelical Alliance Mission.
"With almost 10 million more mouths to
feed every year, India's people stand dangerously close to the precipice of starvation.
Nor is it possible," he noted in a release
issue by TEAM of which he is associate
director, "to keep hungry bodies healchy. Insufficient nourishment makes a large contribution to the tremendous amount of ill
health found in India."
Mission societies are at the forefront of the
battle to meet the medical needs in India,
says TEAM. Herculean loads are being carried
by overworked medical staffs in mission hospitals the length and breadth of the land.
London Crusade Off To Fast Start
When evangelist Billy Graham opened the
thirty-two day Greater London Crusade at
Earls Court Wednesday night a capacity audience was met with a ringing challenge to
their faith.
The crusade was described in the Daily
British Press—that boasts the largest circulation in the world—as the "Battle of Britain
1966." But the battle here in this great metropolitan city of sixteen million people, according to crusade officials, is not being
waged with guns but with the power of God
against the working of Satan.
Huge crowds have continued since the
first night with the weekend audiences overflowing the eighteen thousand foot arena.
About six thousand participated in the service
Saturday night by closed circuit television.
The twenty-five by eighty foot cinema screens
are located in large adjoining rooms in this
vast hall where the crusade is meeting nightly
except Sunday.
Without music during the invitation the
first four nights, a slow shuffling tread of
feet formed the only sound, more than two
thousand have come forward to receive Christ
openly. Opening night saw three times as
many people making decisions than the first
night of the Harringay meeting twelve years
ago here in London. Hundreds nightly brave
the stares of thousands to make the long walk
in this sports arena turned cathedral in what
some call the "greatest decision of their lifetime."
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Fighting the Devil Today
t

Donald M. Joy

"The world, the flesh, and the devil" made up a large
part of the sermon material on which many of us grew
up. Or at least it is easy to recall numberless admonitions
against worldliness of every kind—especially those wh!ch
kept us worried lest we look like the world. We measured
the length of skirts up from the floor. We wore black
ties; some of us wore none. We debated whether gold
might be used even on eyeglasses or in teeth. That there
might be a moral dimension to our neighbor's poverty,
or that his drinking and suicide might be in any way
related to Christian moral responsibility for the community rarely occurred to us.
For as long as some of us can remember we have been
keeping one wary eye on Paris and the other, in pity,
on the "hook and eye" people. "Fashionable," we knew,
meant "worldly," but it wasn't easy to see just how the
eighteenth-century look was "holy." Besides, we couldn't
be sure who would turn up next in black stockings and
uncropped tresses—the Puritans or the beatniks.
What Are the Really Moral Issues?
We may as well admit that it is easy to be picayunish
about important small details and to grow blind on essential large issues. But we weren't the first people to
develop blind spots. Jesus laced the conservative religious
folk of His day by pointing out to them that they had
tithed the garden vegetables but had failed to be just
and merciful. Certain pious Britons were once described
as "praying to God on Sunday, and preying on their
neighbors during the week."
Charles Cornwell, writing in The National Observer,
told about his grandmother's words of holy condemnation
—heen't, for example—"her most savage ammunition" which
she saved "for occasions when she was really stormed up."
Grandma, a stanch Free Methodist, said prayers every
morning and evening. When she was addressing the Lord,
Grandma's tones were anything but subdued, and as a result,
on a clear, spring morning—when she wasn't fighting the
wind—Grandma reached a respectable audience, even in that
sparsely settled countryside "on her 10-acre farm in Michigan." A Polish family had the third farm down the road,
about a mile and a half, and they said she came in real good
there.
Prohibition was the law then, and the Gromby boys,
a couple of ne'er-do-wells, had been scandalizing the rural
population by getting looped on corn-squeezin's and tearing
recklessly down the old dirt road in their Model-T touring
car—sometimes at 15 or 20 m.p.h. . . .
I heard Grandma tell the Lord one morning that such
actions were wicked; and while she asked for a mite of help
for the Grombys' everlasting souls, she stated that if they
had any idea they could enter the Kingdom of Heaven by
continuing such shenanigans they were in for a setback—
"fur they just heen't a-gonna!"
—The National Observer (8-23-65), by permission.

We have it tougher than the Pharisees, or even
"Grandma." Times are more complex, and the forms of
evil are probably mushrooming as rapidly as is our technology, and in direct proportion to our population explosion. Time was when one might speak out against
liquor, tobacco, and unchastity and pretty well cover the
field of public moral weeds. Not any more.
Today if you were condemning vices
"Grandma-style," you would be calling
down judgment on many things in addition to drinking liquor. You would
have to be speaking out, for example,
on these issues:
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Narcotics addiction—once
a problem only in isolated
slums, but now a vicious threat in suburbia, in immaculately
kept high schools. Virtually anywhere that anybody is being
eaten at by meaninglessness and frustration you can find
addiction.
Leisure time—formerly
the exclusive property of the
wealthy, now the day laborer has more than his employer
to re-create himself, or to consume in destructive pursuit
of sensuous satisfaction.
Salacious literature—a modem tool for moral subversion
and perversion which thrives under freedoms of press and
the use of the mails, calculated and circulated, in the opinions of some thoughtful people, in a direct attempt to undercut American morality and, thus, her existence.
Gluttony and physical deterioration—now subject to severe investigation by a Christian conscience enlightened by
modern science.
The use of money—which points up that not only is
gambling off limits for the person sensitive to the will of
God, but also that he is under tension to use his earned
resources to the glory of God.
Chastity—replacing mere taboos with a new sensitivity to
the moral character of man which makes exploitation, sexual
subversion, perversion, and promiscuity crimes against the
God in whose image we are created.
Race relations—cultivating
a Christian conscience that
bleeds when any man suffers, but especially when he suffers
because of the Providence that creates him black or has
him born into a cultural background that deprives him of
free opportunity for becoming the person God made him
to be.
Exploitation of labor—a. moral concern because a man's life,
his very energy, may be stolen or devaluated by an employer who in greed refuses to distribute earnings to workers
at an appropriate ratio, or who steals wages from employees
in order to compete unfairly in the open market of goods.
Tobacco--no longer forbidden alone by church rules on
abstinence, but under the indictment of modern medical
science and research.
..
Mass media—the real "public schools" of America which
are not, as most people believe, free but are the paid slaves
of merchants who sell us their products at any cost.
Materialism and sensuality—the real worldliness, cajoles
us into behaving as it we were mere creatures of the senses
needing only to have our appetites and our physical comtorts cared for, and blights our vision of ourselves as creatures of the spirit, inbreathed by God, capable of becoming
the temples ot the Holy Spirit.

A Strategy for Continuing Witness
An America which is coming apart at its seams morally
reveals the "anti-" programs to be tragicomic sideshows
performing alongside great moral disasters but cut off
from effective contact, and rarely with meaningful diagnosis of man's trouble or, naturally, any practical solution
to it. "Fanaticism," wrote Santayana, "consists of redoubling one's effort when he has forgotten his aim."
The solutions man needs are moral solutions because
man is a moral creature. Any effective program of moral
renewal or of exerting moral influence must, therefore,
rise from a broad foundation of man's moral obligation
as a creature fashioned in God's image and capable of renewal by re-creation in the image of His Son, Jesus Christ.
Light and Life Press, Winona Lake, Indiana. The writer is
Executive Editor of Light and Life Christian education
materials.

